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Hox. F. M. STONE: The rejection of
the second reading could not be moved
by him, because he requested the Colonial
Secretary to withdraw the Bill, and it was
only open to bim to endeavour to achieve
his object in this wajy.

Hor. J. W, HACKETT: The object
of the hon. member was to get rid of the
Bill altogether, and clearly that was the
wish of Mr. Haynes. He would much
rather that the Colonial Secretary and
Mr. Stone consnlied together as to the
maximum number of clauses to be
dropped, leaving others which would Le
an advantage. There were at least half-a-
dozen clauses which would bea real gain.
‘We could not afford to lose another year.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY snid
he would be pleased to meet the hon.
member with regard to the provisions of
the Bill.

Amendment put and negatived.

Question put and passed, and the order
made for the next day.

BANK HOLIDAYS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 5, inclusive—agreed to.

Schedule :

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: The Com-
mercial and Business Holidays Bill, which
had been postponed, provided for other
holidays, which somewhat clashed.

How. J. W. HACKETT moved that
progress be reported.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY :
‘Whit-Monday was a bank holiday at the
present time, but not & commercial or
civil service holiday.

Progress reported, and leave ygiven to
81t again.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (PrIVATE).

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and, on meotion by Hon. F. M. SroxE,
read a first time.

CEMETERIES BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,

and, on motion by the Corowian BECRE-
TARY, read a first time.

ADJOURNMEN'T.
The House adjourned at 855 o'clock
until the next day.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Allvvial Trouble.

degrslatibe Assembly,
Tuesday, 215t November, 1849.

Popers Presented —Peppermint Grove, ete., Water
Supply Bill {private), Select Committee’s Report—
Motion of urgeneys: Alluvial Trouble at Kalgoorlie
{negatived)—Question : Destruction of Kangnroos,
Protection —Motion ; Leave of Absence - Cemateries
Bill, third reading Bills of Sale Bill, Legislative
Council’s Amendments—Loan Bill, £750,000, second
reading (moved)—Annunl Estimates, Railways and
Works, Anuual Statement, votes completed—
Supplementary Estimates, Message; debate post-
voned—Adjournment.

T SPEAKER took the Chair at
4:30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Education De-
partment, Return showing names, salaries,
ete., of teachers in (Fovernment schools;
2, Ocean Mail Steamers, further corre-
gpondence as to calling at Fremantle.

Ordered to lie on the table.

PEPPERMINT GROVE, Egrc,
SUPPLY BILL (PRIVATE).
Select Committee’s report brought up
by Mr. James.
Report received, read, and to be con-
sidered on the next Monday.

WATER

MOTION OF URGENCY—ALLUVIAL
TROUBLE AT KALGOORLIE.

Me. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die) : I beg to move the adjournment of
the House, in order to call attention to
a matter of very comsiderable urgency;
and T submit it is one which you, Mr.
Speaker, will allow to be a matter of con-
siderable urgency. It appears, as far as
the information I have received will guide
e, that an unusual departure from the
ordinary criminal law procedure has
taken place at Kalgoorlie this morning.
I do not propose to offer the House any
definite information on the point, but
rather desire to receive it from the head
of the Government or from the Minister
who is responsible for what has happened.
It appears, from information which has
reached me by telegram, that some 15
men, who were arrested for having gome
on the Adeline leases and removed certain
ore at Kalgoorlie, were brought before
the mugistrate this morning, and were



Alluvial Trouble

commiited and remanded to Fremantle
for trial. This took place, as the tele-
gram states, at 7 o’clock this morning; a
very unusual hour for Police Court pro-
ceedings to take place. T am further
informed, by the. telegram, that the men
were not represented, which I take to
mean that they were not represented by
counsel. The telegram is somewhat
vagnely worded, and reads as follows:—

Fifteen diggers smuggled to Fremantle.

Hearing seven this morning. Not repre-
sented.
T have assuimned that this is the meaning
of the wire I bave read. T may point out
thai if this has really taken place, of
course there may be some reason which
the authorities can allege which may
justify them in the action they huve
taken ; but it does appear to me to be
rather a peculiar proceeding, and certainly
very hard on these men, and perhaps a
straining of the law, that men should be
committed n this way without bheing
heard by counsel before the committing
magistrate, because it is quite possible
that any counsel appearing on their
behalf would have been auble to submit
reasonable grounds for urging the dis-
charge of the men from eustody; and
this opportunity it appears fthey have not
had, an opportunity of presenting for the
consideration of the Court reasons for the
discharge of these men. I do not desire
to go into the werits of the case with the
information that has at present reached
me; but if, after information has been
given on behalf of the Government, it
appesrs there has been a departure from
the ordinary and coustitutional practice,
then I submit the matter requires to be
discussed as u question of wurgency,
because it appears to me to be an inter-
ference with the liberty of the subject.
All T desire at the present time is that
the House shall be informed as to what
has actually happened.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : I know very little about ihis
matter which the hon. member refers to.
I bave had no communication with the
magistrate myself, but T saw a telegram
to the Commissioner of Police this
morning, and it was to the effect that
these men had been remanded for eight
days consequent upon the disorder yester-
day and some rictous bebaviour too, in
which a sub-inspector was mjured. I
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helieve the sub-inspector had his nose
broken, and was otherwise injured. The
police asked for a remand for eight days,
and in the meantime to have the prisoners
kept in Fremantle gaol. 1 do not know
that there was any attempt to rescue the
men, but the police had to be called out,
armed, to prevent attempts at rescue. At
any rate, the sub-inspector was very
much injured : he had a broken nose and
was otherwise hurt.

Mgr. Mowraw: Is his name Connell ?

Tee PREMIER: Yes; Counell, the
last sub-inspector appointed. Tt was
thought wise to remove these men from
Ealgoorlie. I know nothing further
about this matter.

Me. Vosper: Could not counsel have
been informed of this ¥ .

Mr. Georce: The men should not
have broken the law in the first place.

Tur PREMIER : Everything has been
done according to law. The Government
are not consulted in every step that is
taken in matters of this sort. The
Governnent are not consulted in criminal
watters, when men are arrested. These
matters are left Lo the magistrate to deal
with without consulting the Government,
and I hope it always will be so.

Mg. VOSPER (in reply) : The grava-
men of the complaint is that the men
were not represented by counsel on the
application for a remand. I am not
finding fuult with the men heing remanded
to Fremantle. The men were charged
with a felony——

Tee PREMIER:
remanded.

Mr. VOSPER: There has been o
deprivation, for eight days, of their
liberty, and this might lave been pre-
vented had counsel been consnlted and
had appeared for the men. An oppor-
tunity should bave been afforded for any
objection to e taken to proceedings of
this nature.

TeE PrEMIER: You know more about
it than I de. I de not know any more
than I have told you.

Mr. VOSPER: The gravamen of the
charge is that the men were not repre-
sented by counsel, and an act of injustice
may have been done to them. The mem-
ber for the Mwrray said there should have
been no disorder in the first instanece.
The charge agalnst an individual for
disorder does not take away the liberty of

They were only
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a man without giving him an opportunity
of defending himself.

M=. Georce: What difference would
counsel have made ?

Me. YVOSPER: It is a question of
constitutional right.

Tur PrEMIER: These men were arrested
for larceny.

Mr. VOSPER: I claim that they .
should have been represented by counsel
at the earliest possible opportunity. But
these men were not afforded an oppor-
tunity of being represented by counsel,
and the point is whether or not some
act of injustice has been dome to these
men.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): I would
like to say a few words about this matter.
I myself do not think it is a matter for
the House Yo consider whether the men
had counsel or not. What the House
has to do with more particularly is to see
that the law is not broken by men who, 1
make bold to say, have fair reason for
thinking they have support in this House.
To wy mind, as a Britisher and Austra- I
lian, our first duty ag wembers of Parlia-
ment and members of the community is
to see that the law is thoroughly respected.
It 35 not the duty of any member of this
House te, in any shape or form, give
colour to the idea that law-breakers will
be assisted.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
H. B. Lefroy) : I understand that certain
men were brought up charged with lar-
ceny, and remanded for eight days. They
were not represented by a lawyer, but I
do not think it is necessary for a lawyer
to be brought into a case on a first hear-
ing of this sort. I do not think it is
done at all times. The hon. member who
moved the adjournment of the House
may feel confident that the law has been
carried out, and that everything the law
requires has been done. T do not think
it was necessary that counsel should have
been retained for this remand, and I
think it is unusual for counsel to appear
in such applications.

T ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather) : The hon. member
is perhaps not aware that the act of »
magistrate in remanding a prisoner is |
entirely discretionary. If he bas exercised
his discretion as he thinks fit, it is not
competent for this House at present to
inquire into the course of justice; but if
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any wrong has been done or any right
invaded that these men claim to have,
they can apply to the Supreme Court
and obtain ~» writ of habeas corpus
to-morrow morning, if they like.

Mg. LEAKE (Albany): The member
for North-East Coolgardie wmentioned
this matter to the Administration so that
the Governmeni could make inquiry into
the matter. The hon. member did not
cust any reflection, and he did not say
anything which should have eaused the
remarks of the mewmber for the Murray
to have been made. It would be quite
satisfactory if the Government would
make inquiry into this matter, and give
the House all the information they have
by to-morrow evening.

Mg. Vosper: That is all T want.

Motion put and negatived.

QUESTION — DESTRUCTION OF
KANGAROOS, PRORIBITION.

Me. MITCHELL asked the Comumis.
sioner of Crown Tands—i1, Whether his
atiention has been directed to the incon-
venience and loss that are likely to acerue
to landholders and others of the Murchi-
son distriet if the provisions of an order
appearing in the Government Gazette of
the 3rd October last (which virtually
prohibits the killing of kangaroos any-
where south of the Murchison River) are
enforced. 2, Whether he is willing to
suggest to His Hxcellency the Governor
the desirability of declaring the dividing
line between the closed and open areas to
be that of the southern boundary of the
Victoria district.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS replied:—1, My attention has
not been directed to the inconvenience
and loss rveferred to. 2, I am willing to
make inquiry into the matter with a
view to amending the houndaries of the

: closed area as sugyested.

MOTION—LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by the ATTORNEY-GENERAL
(for the Premier), leave of alsence for a
fortnight was granted to the member for
Perth (Mr. Hall), on account of urgent
private business.

CEMETERIES BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to

. the Legislative Couneil.
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BILLS OF SALE BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS,

Schedule of nineteen amendments,
made by the Legislative Council, con-
sidered,

IN COMMITTEE.
Amendments 1 to 4, inclusive—agreed

No. 5, Clause 5, © definition of regis-
trar,” line 1, after * court” insert ‘““or
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies” :

Mr. JAMES moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to, as the effect would
be to appoint two places at which bills of
sale could be registered, the company’s
office and the Supreme Court. There
should be only one place, to save con-
fusion and expense.

Question put and passed.

No. 6, Clanse 5, last paraugraph, line 1,
aftér “sale” in two places, insert “ or
debenture * :

Me. JAMES moved that the smend-
ment be not agreed to, because the clanse
would read ¢ debenture by way of
security,” whereas a debenture was always
by way of security.

Question put and passed.

No. 7—-agreed to.

No. 8, Clause 8, Sub-clause (3), line 6,
strike out all words after “ Registrar,”
and insert  upon the filing of such copy
Lill of sale, the same shall be registered
by the Registrar ™ :

Mr. JAMES moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to. The amendment
had been made for the purpose of striking
out the provision that a bill of sale should
be lodged for 14 days before it was
registered, thus allowing creditors during
that time to lodge a caveat. The Legis-
lative Council thought the provision
undesirable.

Question put and passed. .

Nos. § to 12, inclusive—agreed to.

No. 13, Clause 12, strike out the
whole :

Mz. JAMES moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to, for the same
reason as given in regard to No. 8.

Question put und passed.

Nos. 14 and 15—agreed to.

No. 16, Clause 33, last line, strike out
“by the last preceding section men-
tioned,” and insert “set out” in lien
thereof :
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Mer. JAMES moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to, as it was evidently
an oversight on the part of the Council.

Question put and passed.

No. 17, Clause 34, strike out the whole:

Mg. JAMES moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to. As the Bill was
drawn, it enabled the execution creditor
to have the interest or goods of a debtor
sold, if subject to a bill of sale. This
was only fair, and did not interfere with
the interest of the mortgagee. If a
debtor had goods subject to a bill of sale,
those goods could besold the same as any
other goods.

Question put and passed.

No. 18, Clause 53, Sub-clause 2, strike
out, the whole:

Mr. JAMES moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to; this being
consequential.

Question put and passed.

No. 19, 3rd Schedule, strike out the
whole, and ingert the following in lieu
thereof (schedule recited):

Mr. JAMES : The schedule which the
Council had inserted in the Bill pur-
ported to have veference to Section 41,
but there was no corresponding addition
to that section. He moved that the
Council’'s amendment be amended by
striking out the words “ Section 41,” and
inserting the following words:—* The
following form of bill of sale, under
Section 41, may be used.”

Question put and passed, and the
amendment as amended agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

A committee, comprising Hon. R. W.
Penuefather, Mr. Ragon, and Mr. James
as mever, drew up reasons (in accordance
with those already stated), which were
presented and adopted.

Bill returned to the Legislative Couneil,
with reasons, and a request for concur-
rence therein.

LOAN BILL, £750,000.
SECOND READING.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir John
Forrest) : In rising to move the second
reading of the Bill, I do not propose to
make so long a speech as I have done on
other occasions of a similar nature,
| because I bardly think that a very long
| speech is necessary. 1 suppose it is not
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probable there will be any great oppo-
sition to the second reading of the Bill,
seeing that it covers so many items of
urgent public necessity; and I hope
therefore that the debate on the second
reading will not be so exhaustive or so
lengthy as has been the case on former
occagions when Loan Bills have been
presented for very much larger amounts,
and have necessitated the rveviewing of
the whole financial position of the colony.
Hon. members will notice there are three
items on the schbedule; first, harbour
works, jetties, and approaches, including
lighthouses, covering a total of £154,000;
secondly, railways, which inclnde certain
railways, also additions and improve-
ments to opened lines, also rails and
fastenings, railway workshops, and roll-
ing stock, amounting to £520,000;
thirdly, the development of goldfields
and mineral resources, including public
batteries and development generally,
amounting to £50,000. There is a
further item, to appropriate department-
ally a sum of £26,000. As I have said,
the detuils of the schedule cover works in
many parts of the colony, works of great
urgency and of necessity; and although
I hardly expect to be fortunate enough to
secure the unanimous approval of hon.
members in regard to every one of the
items, still I think I may fairly expect
that hon. members will not ohject to the
second reading, becaunse to object to the
second reading would mean that those
who do 8o would by their vote say they
object to many works which are gener-
ally acknowledged to be works of urgency
and of necessity. Unless we are prepared
to pass a Loan Bill of this sort, unless
we are prepared to provide funds for
works of this nature, of course we must
be prepared to go along as we are, and
even to stop some works that are in
hand ; and, that being so, I think T may
appeal to hon. members that as we have
progressed during the last nine years of
self-government, and have kept the coach
of State pgoing with advantage to the
colony, so I think I may rely on hon.
members desiring that the progress of
the colony should not be brought to a
stop, but that we shall be found now, as
we have always been, equal to the occa-
sion. In considering the second reading
of this Bill, there are two considerations
that we have lo bear in mind. The
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first is, are the works in the schedule
necessary or desirable? The second is,
can we afford to carry them out? T
do not think there can be much guestion
as to the first proposition, that the works
are necessary, cr that they are at any rate
desirable. 1 suppose everyone will agree
that the harbour works at Fremantle are
necessary works, as well as the light-
houses provided for. Most people will
agree that a considerable amount of
rolling-stock for railways is necessary;
in fact, I fear that before the debate con-
cludes I shall have to consider the
question of whether we have provided
gufficiently. TFrom the speech of my
friend the Comwmissioner of Railways last
night, it seems that the demands of the
railway department are even greater than
Tanticipated when I framed this schedule.
There is no doubt we require public
batteries, and I think we are committed
to that matter. There is perhapsa ditfer-
ence of opinion as to the railway poliey
of the Government; but nearly everyone
is agreed, I think, that the railway from
Menzies to Leonora should be con-
and there are the various
other works connected with harbours and
rivers, with the development of the gold-
fields and extension of railways, which 1
think most people in the colony will
agree are necessary. Hon. members will
notice that we are not following the plan
we adopted in years gone by, of asking

- for a large loan authorisation, because we
. found it was not a good plan; and as we

get older we get somewhat wiser, at all
events in that respect. If we had begun
by asking for a loan of three-quarters of a
million, or of one million, for the Fre-
mantle harbour works, 1 do not know
whether the House would have been
willing to vote it; but if the House had
been willing to vote it, I helieve it would
have stood in the way of our credit from
1892 to the present time. Theplanadopted
then was to usk for what we required by
instalments. Fortunately the Fremantle
harbour works could be constructed in
that way; but it iz not always possible
g0 to construct all public works. Some
works require the whole authorisation
before they can be commnenced, but there
are works which can be carried out by
anthorising sufficient sums from time to
time as the work proceeds. In this Bill

_ the Government intend that the authorisa-
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tion to the extent named in the schedule
shall suffice to carry us on for some time
—probably to the end of next year.
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‘When that time arrives it will be com-

petent for us fo review our position and
our circomstances, and to go forward
either more quickly or more slowly, as
may be desirable. We are not asking
for authorisations, as we did in 1896, for
four years ahead: we are only looking
ahead about a year and a half; and I
think as we go on, that will be found the
better conrse for our finances, not to
encumber ourselves with too much loan
authorization in advance of our require-
ments. There isa no doubt the action we
took in 1896 was not a good ome: I
thought it good at the time, but looking
back upon it, I think we might have
acted more wisely.

Me. IrnLinoworTH : You were told that.

Tae PREMIER: By the hon. mewm-
ber? As I said befors, he has had a
large experience of finanee!

Mge. JuLingworTH : I knew that fact,
at all events.

Tre PREMIER: I am, at any rate,
admitting it now. I do not know that I
am right, but I think it is a bad plan, or
not a good one anyway, to encumber the
colony with too large an authorisation
at one time, if it can be avoided. Hon.
members will notice that the major portion
of the present authorisation is for rail-
ways. We find every day, as one day
succeeds another, that the railways require
an immense amount of capital to keep
them going and to extend them, and the
rolling-stock 1s continually requiring to be
increased. I think that is, perhaps, a
matter for great congratulation: it cer-
tainly is not a matter for regret.

Mg, Morar : Itall depends, you know.
If you are carrying other people’s goods
and not making a profit on them it does
not improve your position very much.

Tue PREMIER: If the hon. member
will wait a little while, perhaps I will get
to that subject. It is not a matter of
regret that we have to increase our rolling-
stock, becanse it shows that the traffic on
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ber often saving that I wished there was
another block, because there was never a
more prosperous time in the bistory of
the colony than the time when there was
that block at Fremantle; and we might
try another block without great dis-
advantage, always reﬁlembering that we
are more able to eope with it this time
than beOre, having had some experience.
The major portion of this proposed
loan of £750,000—that is £52(0,000—is
provided for railwa.ys; and T am glad
to know, as hon. members are also aware,
that our railways last year paid their
working expenses and interest and sink-

. ing fund—paid everything, in fact. We

have had years when they paid a good
deal more; but last year—we will review
the last year as perhaps being the
nearest to our present conditions—the
1ailways paid interest and the sinking
fund and working expenses, and after
that contributed £20,000 to the general
revenue of the colony.

Mr. Hormes: Omne of the railways
paid that.

Tae PREMIER: I am taking them
altogether. I do not know why I ghould
not do so, for the purpose of argnment.
If the hon. member would like to cut
ithem up in pieces he can do so.

Mr. LEARE: Cousider the Greenhills
line,

THE PREMIER But my idea is

. that the reason why some lines did not
© pay—at any rate ] will speak for the
. South-Western Railway— was because the

Government desired to encourage by every
neans in their power the natural products
of the country, by giving the cheapest
freight possible to sueh products; and
we know very well there iz a large
timber freight and a large coal freight
on that line, and I think I am right
in saying that the freight charged is ns
low as we can possibly make it; and

. although the tonnage over that line is

the railways is increasing ; and that is the !

case with us at the present time,
have had difficulties with our railways
ever since we have had self-government,
At one time we had a great block; then
we had a quiescence, or at least a
quietness, to some extent; and I remem.

We

very great indeed, and compares very
favourably with other Lines, still it is not
such a paying traffic as on other lines,
though the same work is done. I do
not know that we can blame the line for
that. Tf a line carries the same freight,
does the same amount of work as

. another line, but the kind of freight is of

a less payable character, 1 cannot see
that we should call such a line non-

pa,ymg.
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Mz. InvinewortH: That is a ques-
tion of policy.

Tae PREMIER.: It is a question of
policy, as the hon. member says. I only
wished to state the fact. I take the
published returns,,and T have no other
means of judging; and I see that last
vear the railways paid interest, sinking
fund, and working expenses, and had
£20,000 to the good.  As long as we are
eareful in building our railways, as long
as we are as careful as we have been
hitherto, so long will they, I hope,
judging from the past, pay their way
and not be a burden upon the general
taxpayer. When we consider this colony
as 1t used to be, and compare that pros-
pect with its present posilion, with the
advantages of communication by railway
from one end of the country to the other,
and when we realise, as I am sure we all
can, that all those advaniages are enjoyed
by us, that the people who use the
railways pay for them all, and that there
is no burden upon the general taxpaver,
I think all are relieved, and especi-
ally are we members of this House
relieved, of an immense amount of re-
gponsibility and of a great burden. We
are all apt when we want to prove a case
one way or the other, to run to statistics
to furnish arguments; und it is a very
common plan for us in this House—I
think I have often done it myself —fo
dwell particularly upon the indebtedness
per head of the people of the colony on
account of the public debt; but I think
it is reasonable to say to ourselves that
the indebtedness per head on account of
publicloan need not frighten us very much,
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works which pay their way and do not
necessitate any resort to taxation. There
is another familiar plan which hon
members opposite have, and alwayvs bhave
had since I have had anything to do with
the public business: so soon as the Gov-
ernment propose to raise a loan, they at
once add that loan to the present

' indebtedness of the colony and divide it

by the present population, and make a
great display by the statement that our
mndebtedness is £90 or £100 per head.

* The hon. member (Mr. Leake) has just

when most of that public debt has been .
spent upon works which produce the .

interest and the working expunses and
the sinking fund, and which xre being
carriel out and worked without any
resort to tazation.

Me. InLiveworTa: Such works, you
know, are little more than half.

Tae PREMIER : I will come to that.
I am not dealing with this matter without;
considering the point,

Me. Leake: This authorvisation will
make our indebtedness over £90 per
head.

Tue PREMIER: I have unot said
anything abeut that; but I am saying we
need not be frightened of theindebtedness
so long as the money is spent upon

resorted to that very plan now.

;!'IR. Leaxs: How else can you do
it:

Ter PREMIER.: The loan is not yet
even raised! Is it not reasonable to
suppose that when we raise meney and
spend it on reproductive works, there
will result additional prosperity and an
additional population in the eolony ?

Me. InLinaeworTH : Not necessarily.

Tag PREMIER: Then I do not know
what we ure working for. I think the prob-
ability is—as I think it has always been
our experience hitherlo—that when we
have money to spend, people have always
come here to try to take part in the spend-
ing of it. When the money is spent
they are sometimes not so eager to stay;
but so long as there is money to spend,
I think there have been always enough
recipients, and [ think that has been the
experience of all the other colonies.
“Where the carcase is, there will the
eagles be gathered together.” T am
giving a Seriptural quotation for the
benefit of my friend opposite (Mr. Hling-
worth}.

Mr. IrrinewortH: It is a very un-
happy one.

Tee PREMIER: The point I want
to make is that the people of this colony,
from 1891 to the present time, have never
Leen taxed cne farthing for the railways,
that the people who use those railways
have paid for services rendered ; and that
the property in those railways is main-
tained in good order. Now, thisis the
trump card I have to play to-night, and
hon. members ay see if they can play a
better. In urging the extension of our
railway system, I again repeat that from
1891 to the present time the people of
this colony have not been taxed one single
farthing in respect of railways.

Mg. Moran: They have, indirectly,
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Tue PREMIER: The hon. wemnber
thinks that 2 man who rides in a train is

(21 NovemeEr, 1899.]

being taxed, perbaps because he pays a |

shilling for his fare? As well say he is
taxed when he pays his baker for bread !
He is paying for services rendered, and
itis not a tax: it is not a confribution
levied by the Government on the general
public.

Mr. Voseer: But you can make it a
tax, and you have done so more than once.

Tar PREMIER : The bon. member
can take exception to the statement when
he gets up. 'That is my statement at the
present time. As I'said at the beginning,
I1do not intend to go inte details to-
night to any large extent, but I would
like to ask hon. members whether they
think the building of a line, say from
Menzies to Leonora, put down at a couple
of thousand pounds per mile, is likely to
prove a value of £8,000 a year to
the colony? It is very difficult for
people who have not been to these places,
and who have not taken any great m-
terest in the district and do not know
what is going on there, to judge; but T
should say, from my kunowledge of the
place and what I have seen there, that if
we can get railway communication with
that part of the colony from Menzies, it
will he worth a ygreat deal more than
£8,000 a year to the colony; and I
say the same in vegurd to the line to
Norseman. I say that railway will he
worth £12,000 a year to the country,
which will be the amount of interest on
£300,000. That is the reason I advocate
these lines. I believe it will be to the
advantage of this colony to connect these
goldfields with the railway system of the
colony, giving facilities of transit to those
who live there and giving advantages to
those who do not live there. The reason
why T advocate the £750,000 loan is
that when the monev is spent in works, I
believe this colony will reap a greater
advantage than £30,000 a year. If I
did not think so I would not be found
advocating the loan, because I have no
desire to advocate anything that is likely
to bring disaster upen us.  Even looking
at it from a personal point of view, it
would bring disaster upon myself and
upon my friends, and none of us in this
Houce desire to do anvthing that will
hring  disaster upon us. T cannot
understand that will be the case.
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of the little over ten million pounds,
which was our debt on the 30th June
Jast according to the public accounts, it
is stated the railway expenditure has
atounted to ahout six and a half millions,
I am not going into very precise figures.
but about six and a half millions out, of
the ten millions have been expended in
railway construetion and equipment. For
the sake of argument, supposing you
say all other loans— this is not so, as han.
members well know—Dbut say, for the
sake of argument, that three and a
balf millions have been used for works
which are not interest-paying, and do not
pay any interest, that 1s the amount for
which we would bhave to pay taxzation,
which means £140,000 a vear, taking it
at 4 per cent. That is not a very great
burden, after all, for the people of the
colony. We hear from members opposite
that our indebtedness is so much and our
interest so much; but in all fairness we
should deduct the interest frown the rail.
ways, as that is actoally produced and
paid into the Treasury from the railways
themselves; and when this point is
realised, hon. members will see the in-
debtedness of the colony and the amount
of interest we have to pay dwindles down
cousiderably. Some people will tell us
that we have half a million peunds to pay
in interest this year. I do not know that
this is the exact figure. hut I am referring
to the interest and sinking fund. But
these people forget to sy that six and a
half millions out of the ten millions,
helong to the railways, and the rvailways
are paying the interest withont there
being any taxation whatever. What is the
position of the colouy at the present time?
Our harbour works pay something, for
there are harbour dues; and the other

- works which have been constructed pay

something, even our public batteries it
is supposed will pav something soon;
but the interest on three and a half
millions, to be lileral, is the amount we

. have to levvy taxation for—that is fay

Out

mere than the amount, but I will say
that £140,000 is the only amount we
have to find out of the taxpayers’ pockets
for all the loans raised up to the pre-
sent time. We bave our gold export
this year, which amounts to nearly
two millions, and will quite amount to
two millions by the end of lhe year. We
have a trade of ten millions a year, a
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revenue of two and three-quarter millions,
and we have mines in the colony paying
dividends of something like two millions
a year, or they will be paying that amount
by the time the year is up. And every

other industry, whether we look at the |

[ASSEMBLY.)

b

coal, the tin, the pastoral, the agricul- .

tural, or the gold-mining mdustr),
especially the wool industry, which is
doing well at the present time-—every
industry is doing well. Every way we
look, except in rvegard to our timber
industry, in which there is trouble, but
which 18 not due to anything in the
coleny, and I believe the difficulty will
soon be overcome--gvery industry in the
country is in asatisfactory condition ; and
all we have to pay in interest out of
taxation is £140,000 a year. It may be
interesting to hon. members to konow that
for the last ten months this colony has
produced nearly as much gold as Queens.
land and Victoria put together. That
will show the great strides that huve been
made in this industry. As I have often
said, it is the great factor in the pros-
perity of the colony. The figures in
reference to the gold production are:—
Queensland, 768,760 ounces; Victoria,
681,366 ounces; Western Australia,
1,365,388 ounces. For the month of
October the figures were—Queensland,
82,936 ounces; Victoria, 64,788 ounces;
Western Australia, 205,186 ounces.
For October, we exported or produced
57,462 ounces of gold more than Quneens-
tand and Victoria put together. Theonly
veason I have for inentioning these
figures is to show the great progress made
in this one industry, which must have the
effect of giving us much greater hope and
much greater confidence in thefuture than
we have had hitherto. We have always
looked upon Vietoria as a golden colony,
and no doubt that colony has produced
an immense amount of gold. Victoria
has also plenty of land and other natural
advantages, and has become a rich and
great colony ; still we never could have
thought in our wildest dreams a few
years ago that we should have been able
to outstrip the gold production of Vic.
toria and Queenslund as well.

Mz. Vosper: We compare very favour-
ably in land too.

Tae PREMIER: I do not think so.
T'he figures I have given are wonderful,
and the production of gold in Vietoria
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and the other Eastern colonies is not

( going back., Vietoria is doing well; it

18 holding its own; I think the pro-
dunction has been crrea.ter this year than
last; still we have been almost able to
outstnp both Victoria and Queensland.
While I do not wish to boast about it, it
is a matter to note, because it has a good
effect in many ways. It makes us feel
that we have great possibilities, and it
will also have another effect which I want
hon. members to thoroughly realise. We
caunot do much, but we ought to de all
we can in our power to give greater
facilities and open up and assist the
great mining industry in this country,
which has done so much for us: really,
it has been the great factor in the pros-
perity of the colony. I hope when we
come 10 deal with the railways we shall
deal with them as belonging to the preat
industry which has helped the older
parts of the colony over the stile, also
that we shall not be unwilling to extend
the facilities which we have already
grauted, to the extent, at any rate, sug-
gested in thie schedule ; and T hope this
15 not the end of the ra.llwa,_) extensions,
but that we shall be able to push forward
our railways into every gold-mining
centre where lines will pay. I do not
want any railways built in the colony, nor
do I want anyone to vote for them even
if T propose them, unless there is a good
possibility of the railways paying. We
do not want to build railways to the gold-
fields that will be a burden on the State:
we want to build them where they will
pay their way, where they will encourage
production and stimnlate the great
industry which has done so much for the

colony.

Mgr. Georere: There is somethin
more than gold. Why not build the
Marradong railway P There is any

amount of timber and produce in that
district.

Mgr. IrLiveworTH : Where is Goomal-
ling ?

Teg PREMIER: I think these rail-
ways are more urgent, and will pay better.

Me. GeoraE : I do not.

Tag PREMIER : T am not prepared
to go into details. All I say is that so
long as there is a poesibility, and in some
cases a certainty of these railways paying,
there is no reason why we should hesitate

. to construct them ; in fact it is our duty
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to the people who live in the districts to
do so, and to promote this great industry
and promote the interests of the colony.
We should not be backward in giving the
people facilities «f transit, which are
necessary in order to develop the resources
of the country. When we look at the
progress which has taken place on the
goldfields I am sure every one of us must
marvel. I was looking the other day at
a newspaper published in London which
is full of useful information, and I noticed
a return of the value of 24 leading mines
in this colony. The capital face value of
24 leading mines was about £35,000,000 :
generally we think the capital value is a
wgood lot, at any rate verv often a mine is
not worth its cupital value.

Mz. Moeran: Do youwmean the original
capital value?

Ture PREMIER: The present face
value ?

Mxr. Morax : Not the market value.

Tae PREMIER: The capital face
value was £5,000,0u0, but the value on
the market of the 24 mines was nearly
£40,000,000.
these 24 mines was £23,000,000 and in
October £36,000,000. T think that should
give us some confidence in this country,
when from April to October 24 large
mines increase in value by £13,000,000.

Mr. Moran: We ought to be wealthy
men, hut weare not.

Tar PREMIER: We ought.  If the
hon. member had been in one of these
mines it would have been all right.  From
the same wuthority five mines at Kalgoor-
lie were valued at £24,000,000: that is
the price they were worth at that time, I
think about the end of October. This
means that 120 acres of laud in this
country were worth in the London market
24 millions of moeney; that is what
it comes to. If that is thecase, we may
have 120 acres more worth £24,000,000.
My objects in mentioning these facts, and
they are facts, is to give people confidence
in their country, and to try to make hon.
members more hopeful of the prospects
of the future. I know from my own
experience what it is, that if vou havea
little disaster of a financial kind, if things
generally do not go well with you, you
get depressed and’ fancy that everything
is going wrong financially, and in fact one
feels in those circnmstances as if the
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In April, 1899, the value of
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was hardly worth living : bn‘ we must try
to shake off such notions, and not to look
on questions of this kind from a personal
point of view, but rather dissociate our
private concerns from the consideration
of public afairs. We all know that in
regard to the great gold.mining industry
of the colony. only the richer mines are
being worked at present: that with very
few exceptions only the ounce stuff, or a
little under an ounce, is being worked
generally ; bt huw many mines are there
in this colony with what is called low-
grade ore, and these have never been
touched vet !

Me. Vosrer: There are thousands of
no grade.

Tae PREMIER: We need not bother
about them; but as nn instance of what
happens in mining, I may remind hon.
members that in a gold-mining country
those who are interested in mines have
renerally to go on paving calls for a
long time. and in my own case I was
suprised the other day at receiving a
dividend for a share I have in a mine on
which T bhad been paying calls a very long
time. T asked how it was that a dividend
could be paid out of that mine, and I
was informed that the tailings, which
had hitherto been regarded as worthless,
had been sold to. someone who had
managed to get a lot of gold out of them,
and in this way the shareholders got an
unexpected dividend. I have seen on the
goldfields in wany places heaps of tail-
ings which have heen thrown aside and
accumulating for vears as worthless stuff,
or scarcely valned at all ; but now every-
one intorested in gold-mining here is
beginning to realise that the tailings have
a value, and that a vast amount of wealth
is likely to bhe got out of the tailings
alone; that in many cases more gold can
be got out of the failings than was
obtained hy the original process. There is
now springing up a great demand for tail-
ings to be treated by the cyvanide or other
process for more complete extraction of the
gold; and in working the Government
batteries, where the tatlings are gener-
ally not taken away by those who send
stone for crushing, it is probable that Ly
using the cyanide or other process we will
be able to give to the owners of that stone
not only the gold from the first ecrushing,
but also the gold from the tailings. and

whole world were going wrong and life | .in this way give to those who send the
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ore nearly double the return we are able
to give at present. The great problem
we have before us in the future, over all
this vast area of auriferous territory, 1
that of discovering and applying an eco-
nomical method of dealing with low-grade
ores; und if we can do this successfully, the
wealth of this country will be far greater
than we suppose at the present time. Hon.
members will expect e to say something
in regard to the present finances of the
colony,and I am glad to be able to do
so. I may sav that with the exception of
a quarter of & million of Treasury bills
which fall due about the middle of next
year, there are no other Lills falling due
until June in 1901 ; and as thatis a good
way ahead yet, there are lots of means of
meetidg the half-million that will then
fall due. T may suy that under ordinary
conditions, and T cannot deal with those
that may be extroordinary, the question
of finuncing Treasury bills is a matter of
paying a price. You can always get
money, but have to pay a price for it;
and if you hit on & time when money is
plentiful you can get it ut a cheap rate, or
if not you have to pay a higher rate for
it. The Gouvernment do not propose to
rush headlong into building these railways
at present; that is to say, so far as any
works of magnitude are concerned, we do
not propose to undertake them until the |
Transvaal war is over. After the war is
over, money will no doubt get to its
ardinary price, and then we will be able to
raise money, if not at the old price, still
at something near it. T hope that as
soon as this war is vver, we will be ableto
place a loan on the market for a consider-
able amount.

Mr. Moran: What is the amount
authorised and not borrowed yet: half
a million ¥

Tag PREMIER: About a million,
or near that amount. Of course you
can riise more money than you have
authorised, by applying the balance to pay
off Treasury bills. £ you raise £1,300.000,
for instance, and yon are authorised to*
ruise only £1,000,000, you will have to
keep the £300.000 until the current hills
mature, and then pay them off if they

[ASSEMBLY.]

are ot call, T may say that £300,000
worth of Treasury bills are pnctncn.lly at
call now in the Savings Bank, and we can ‘
pay them off when we like. Under our |
Treasury Act, we cannot raise any noney,
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for purposes that are not authorised ; and
if we do raise money in excess of the
authorisation, it will be only supplemen-
tary and by way of an interim neans of
paying off current bills. Lately we have
had to sell Treasury bills to the extent

. of £1,000,000 at a very unsatisfactory

price, I regret to say, for the price
realised was only 98 per cent., in conse-
quence of the war and the high bank rate
in England. We had to meet half a
million of Treasnry bills falling due on
1st of Deccmber next, that is o few days
bence, and having of course to provide
the monpey, our advisers in TLondon
strongly urged that we should take
advantage of the opportunity to sell a
million of Treasury bills at 98, the bank
rate being 5 per cent. T think now that
it was a bad bargain.

M=e. IntinaworTE: I think so too.

Tue PREMIER: But our financial
advisers in London assured us they
believed the bank rate would go up to 6
per cent., and they strongly urged us to
do this at the time.

Mr. Harrer: The bank rate is 4%
now.

Mr. IrrivewortE: Your 3} bonds
were 104 in the market on the same day.

Teg PREMIER: We have heen able
to obtain money mnore cheaply ut times,
and in fact have raised it at a better price
than any other colony of Australia has
been able to do. Of course we had good
luck that time, and now unfortunately we
have bad lunck. My idea is that it was
not a good financial operation to sell these
Treasury bills at 98 ; but at the same time
we cannot run risks, and we must be.pre-
pared to meet our engagements.

Mz. Wirson: What is the currency of
the bills ?

Tre PREMIER: Two years. I may
say we conld not have sold the bills in
Australia for anything like the same price.
At that time it was almost impossible to
get money here, or to get it in the other
colonies; and in fact the Australian banks
I know would have wanted 96 or 97 in
the case of those bills. Tt was an unfor-
tunate time, but there is the fact, and I
submit it for the information of hon.
members so that they may consider it.
I had an offer in Australia of 96, and
perhaps if I bad pressed for better terms
I might have got 97; but in the mean-
time we sald the bills in T.ondon for 98
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per cent. We did not want the money ' we have in the banks of this city at

in this colony, but in London.

I bave

not seen in the Press what the British

Government are paying for their Treasury
bills, and it was well-known that they
were going into the market for £6,000,000
or £7,000,000 in consequence of the war,
and that fact no doubt very much affected
the price of money in any dealings with
Australian colonies. I should like to
see what the British Government have
heen paying, though I believe they keep
operations of that sort more quiet in
England than we do in Awustralia. I
am quite sure they will have to pay more
for the £7,000,000 than if there were
no war, and the reason why we had to
pay more for money we wanted is due to
the Transvaal war, and had nothing to
do with the financial condition of this
colony, but was really due to the bank
rate, and I presume to the fact that
financiers in Fondon knew the British
Government were going to put a large
amount of Treasury hills on the market
almost immediately. 1 would like to
point out to the member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) that, after
all, this very bad system of finance, as
he calls it——

Mgx. InrivgworTH: Pernicious system.

Tue PREMIER: Well, this pernicious
system, as he calls it, cannot be so very
had when 1t is Lopled by the present
Chancellor of the Exchequel in BEngland,
and he has to raise six or seven millions
of money by the same process of selling
Treasury bills. Therefore if it is per-
nicious for us to do this, it is pernicious
also for the British Glovernment to do it.
The fact is that few, if any, Governments
under the British system have any money
actually in hand, because the system of
government carried on under our Con-
" stitution is that you spend what you
receive, and if more money is required,
vou have to borrow it by selling inscribed
stock or by selling Treasury bills. I nay

mention that, as far as this colony is .
concerned, our finances here are satisfac-

tory. The deficit, which was £341,502
on the 30th November, 1898, was
£145,062 on the 31st October last; so
that it has been reduced in 11 months
by £196,440. We have in the bapk at
the present time half a million of money
on current account, and we have £300,000
on account of the Savings Bank, so that

present £800,000.  Hesides this, the
prospects ahead, as far as I am able to
judge, are good. I am’ glad to see the
hon. member (Mr. Illingworth) smile.
We have been able to lhold cur own in
this colony, but of course our require-
ments to a very large extent, for inferest
and in other ways, are in England, and
we do not send there any more money
than we are obliged to send.

Mr. Georar: We will look after that
for you.

Mg. Mopax: How much of this mil-
lion is in London ?

Tue PREMIER: It has not been
paid. Tt will be paid about the 28th of
thig month.

Mz. Moraw: Then it is all good yet.

Tae PREMIENR : We owe a consider-
able amount to the Loudon and West-
minsgter Bank, and we have £500,000 to
pay for Treasury bills which fall due on
the 1st December. I shall be glad to
give further information in regard to this
Loan BEill; and I hope hon. members
will at all events pass the second
reading withont much debate, and we
will deal in Committee with each item
ag fully ag they desire. 1 shall be pre-
pared ou every item to give full informa-
tion to the Committee, so that they will
Le able to decide whether the parficular
work is urgent and necessary, and whether
the colony should embark upon it at the

resent time. T can only say that this
Little Bill, though it looks very small in
print, has received a good deal of con-
sideration from the Ministry; it has
given much trouble to myself and other
members of the Glovernment ; and this is
especially true with regard to the ques-
tion of railway rolling- thL,L which I am
afraid we shall have to deal with in Com-
nittee, as T suid before, to a larger extent
than mxght e expected oun a PEIIIbﬂ.l of
the schedule in the Bill.

Me. Moran: Make it u rolling- stock
Bill altogether.

Tre PREMIER : I can see no reason
—and this [ wish to impress upon hon.
members—for our being despondent, for
our being less bold or being more afraid
than we were years ago, when I look
back vpon the condition of this colony
when we first embarked upon these enter-
prises, and look on its condition to-day
with all its great resources, when we have



2398 Loan Bill :

evervihing su prosperous al the present
tune as far as our industries, at all
events, are concerned. I do not think
wealth has come onr way, individually, for

while other pecple have been getting gold -

and making their fortunes, we in this
House have been trying to conserve and
protect the interests of the country: we
have not been looking after our own
affairs, but have been trying to look after
the affairs of the country; and perbaps
that is the reason why Ffortunes have not
come in our direction to the same extent
as they might have come if we had had
more time to give to the pursuit of wealth.
I commend the member for Bast Cool-
gardie (Mr. Morau) for his speech last
evening, as regards the cautious vein
which ran through his remarks. I think

it is right that we should be cautious; .

and T am sure it comes well from mem-
bers representing goldfields constituen-
cies, that they should look into the future
and be careful to sateguard the interests
of the country, One might be excused if
vne thought thut such might not be the
case, seeing that the goldfields have
sprung into importance so (uickly, and
that there are so many public works
required on those fields v order to give
people what they need in the way of every-
day conveniences: one would not be sur-
prised if, iustead of being cantious and

vareful, members representing those dis-

tricts wereinclined to be somewhatreckless.
I think the hon. member deserves the

thanks of the House for the caution '

which van through his speech; but I
must say, at the saume time, that the
language of his speech was not that of

the hon. member as I knew him some !

vears ago: it was not the kind of speech
he used to deliver heve.

Me. ILLinawortH: Hels getting wiser.

Me. Moray: And perhaps more con-
servative,

Turg PREMIER: He lcked that
faith in the country that is essential at
the present time.

Several. MEmBrkrs: Heisa * croaker.”

Tue PREMIER: I do not think so.
I think the hon. member is thoroughly
desirous of doing what he thinks is his
dnty ; but at the same time his speech
lacked that enthusiasm and that faith
in the conntry which we have heen
accustomed to see exhibited in  the
speeches be bus delivered in this House.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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I do not wish at the present time to deal
with this schedule. T see no necessity
for dealing with the items now, for to do
so would culy be going over the ground
‘ twice; and we shall be able to deal
| separately with the items as the Bill goes
i through Committee. If the House is
. good enough to pass the second reading,
. we can then deal with details to a greater
extent and far better in Committee ihan
{ wecan in a general wav in this debate.
¢ T can only say we have a great duty
to perform to the goldfields, as is shown
by many items in this schedule; and I
hope and believe too that hon. members
will be equal, as they always have heen
equal, to the responsibilities that are casi
+ upon them. I realise and recognise that
i these are great responsibilities ; but still,
when we know that up to the present
“ time, at any rate, railway construction
has been the salvation of this country,
' has made the colony what it is, is now
the life blood of this colony—when we
i know that, surely we are not going to
| hesitate to extend our railway system
, wherever it will pay. T do not ask that
t”i6 shall go anywhere else. T do not want
anyoue to support me in commencing a
| line which will not pay, or which is not
t'likely to pay soom. I only ask hon.
members to assist those parts of the gold-
fields where there is a likelihood of rail-
ways paying, and where those railways
will add Lo the prosperity and contribute
to the developinent of the vcountry
Mk. Moran: Go north, young man,
go north !
Tae PREMIER: We must recollect
' that the people of the goldfields are de-
pendent on the railway system for every-
thing they vequue. (M=r. Grorae:
Except gold.) Only leok for a maement
on the Mt. Margaret district. 1 wish it
were possible for us to take a trip up
there to see the disadvantages and the
| disabilities under which the people labour.
There is undoubtedly no timber for mak-
ing the underground workings safe; the
| lodes are wide, and the timber is so
short and brittle that none of it is
fit to put in the unes; and it is
imposeible to carry timber from niles
and miles away, for I do not think
it can be got from any place neaver than
Menzies. Is that sort of thing to continue

| in 2 country turning out three or four

hundred thousand pounds’ worth of gold
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a vear?
spend £200,000 to give facilities to that
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People should not hesitate to -

district—not for the mines which are there

now, because where there is one mine

there now there will be dozens and dozens .

when there are proper advantages and
facilifties for mining. Are we to sit still,
I want to know ? Are we to say that we
have done all we can do, that we have
shot our bolt, in fact, and not only are
not prepared to do any more, but that the
energy 1s in fact gone out of us, and that
we have no longer any faith in the
conntry 7 Are we to promulgate views of
that sort when everything is doing well,
when the mines are turning out gold
which must be an advantage to everyone
in the colony, the corn growers, the wheat
growers, the timber getters—everyone, in
fact, in addition to the miners? If we
are not going to construct railways into
these rich and promising places, where
some of the best mines of the colony are
sitnated—I can say that in regard to the
Mt. Margaret district, at any rate—then
this House will confess that it is unable,
that it s in fact incompetent to deal
with the growing requirements of this
great country.

Mg. Georee: That is a libel on Par-
liament.

Tae PREMIER: [ do not believe the
House will do so.

Mz. Georae: Do not you libel Parlia-
ment ?

Tue PREMIER: Oh, I shall not do
that. T say, if this House is to confess
to the people of this colony that it is
unable to give railway communication
where it will pay, and where rich and
promising localities are languishing for
the want of a railway service, all I can
say is, that has not been the policy of this
House in the past, and I hope it will not
e its policy in the future. I have nothing
more to say, except again to commend the
second reading of this Bill to the careful
attention of hon. members.

Me. LEAKE: I move that the debate
be adjourned.
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Tuer COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse, in reply)
said he wished to deal with one or two
matters which had been referred to by
the member for BEast Fremantle (Mr,

" Holmes), and he intended to be as brief

Motion put and passed, and the debate

adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
Consideration resumed from previous

sitting, at post.ll)oned votes, Railways and °

Works (general debate continued).

" in New South Wales as here.

as possible, because in the ain he had
answered the charges brought against the
department when a distinct motion by
the bon. member was before the House;
but as the hon. member had revived one
or two matters which probably needed
some further explanation, he (the Com-
missioner) would now deal with those
matters. In regard to the preparation
of the Estimates, at which some dissatis-
faction had been expressed, he had done
his best to give further information this
year in regard to the estimates for his
departments (Railways and Works) ; and
if members referred to the different
salaries set forth, they would see that he
had gone as far as he could in the cir-
cumstances. The system which had been
pursued here for many years was the
same as that followed this year, and we
were only following the practice of every
other colony in Australia. Tt wus diffi-
cult indeed to adopt any other cowrwe to
give information in detail, as it would
entail a. yreat dea] of unnecessary work,
and would not afford any more informa-
tion than that afforded by the details
now given. He had before him the
estimates of the other colonies, and
taking the great colony of New South
‘Wales, the estimates of the railway
departnent of that colony were given on
two pages. The total amount provided
was £1,594,650; and iaking ope of the
items objected to by the hon. member
on the estimutes of this colony, on the
New South Wales estimates the item was
given as follows: ~ Salaries and wages of
general staff, officers - in - charge, night
officers, goods and station clerks, guards,
signalmen, shunters, porters, ete., with
all materials required for working the
traffic and compensation, £460,100;"
so that the hon. member would see
that the same course was followed
There
were also other items showing that we
were not singular in our Estimates.
Under the Existing Lines branch on the
New South Wales Estimates there was
an item, * Salaries and wages of em-

| ployees, maintenance and repairs, signal-
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ling and interlocking, material included,
££378,845 ;" so that it would Le seen the
information there was not given in as
great a detail as was given on the Esti-
mates of this colony. In two pages an
expenditure of wnearly oune and three
quarter millions was given. In South
Australin the same course was followed,
and the votes were placed before Parlia-
ment in the same way. only two pages of
the Estimates being taken up with the
railway votes. Large sums were pro-
vided for on the Esumates in the same
way as we provided for them here. He
need not go through the Estimates of the
other colonies, but he had brought down
a copy of the Estimates of each colony
s¢ that the hon. member could look at
them if he liked, and see that the course
adopted in this colony wuas the same as
that adopted in the other colonies, with
the exception of New Zealand, where a
little more information was given. There
was no idea of withholding information,
but the Railway Department found them-
selves in this position: they were not
able, m the same way as the-Postal
Department or the Mines Department,
to give the whole details of expenditure.
Un referring to the Estimates it would
be fouud that there was an item number
given for the whole staff. A hst of the
different. items on the Estimates was
prepared and signed by him {the Com-
wissioner). and that was a guide to the
Auditor General and Treasury afterwards
in paying the wages due to workmen und
employees, so that there was very little
probability of money being paid with-
out propev authority. As to the other
matters. the hon. member (Mr. Holmes)
sald thut when he proposed to bring
before the House a motion in regard
to the charges which he said could
be made against the Railway Depart-
ment, the hon. wember said it was his
intention to make disclosures which would
be very serious to the department,
and that subsequently he wus asked by
an officer of the department to call and
see bhim. He (the Commissioner) did
not deny that the hon. member was asked
to call and see the officer, but he thought
the hon. member had committed a breach
of faith in regard to the matter, because
the hon. member was only called in in the
same way as other people were called in
when complaings were made, and hon,
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" members had seen the same or other

officers in the saine way as clients of the
railway department were seen. The hon.
member placed more importance on the
interview than should have been placed
upon it. He' (the Commissioner) was
there on the day when the hon. member
had the interview, and knew the conver-
gation which took place. There was no
attempt on the part of the department to
“pump’ the hon. member. The officer
desired to give some explanation which
would satisfy the hon. member, so that
there would be no further need to bring
the matter up and cause difficulty and
trouble, because it was a trouble to him
(the Commissioner) to have to answer
these matters.

Me. Hoimes: Why did the officer not
give himn the information *

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The hon. member never asked
for it. He (the Commissioner) had the
agsurance of the Chief Traftic Manager
that the hon. member never asked for the
information, and that if he had asked for
it, it would have been given to him.

Mr. Hormes said he told the Chief
Traffic Manager that he would like to
know.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: That was not asking for the
information. The hon. member had gone
about this business in a way which was in
keepinyg with his netions throughout. The
hon, member had discussed matters with
him (the Commissioner) and had ex-
pressed himself as satisfied with the
explanation, but then he came lo Parlia-
ment and put the matter before the
House in his own way. He (the Com-
tnissioner) knew the hon. member for the
future, and would take good care that the
department did not play with the fire any
more.  The hon. member bhad leen
treated as other members were treated
who were anxious to see matters settled.
But confidential matters should not e
brought before the House or discussed in
the way the hon. member had discussed
them. The hon. member went to the
department—

Mr. HorLmes: He was sent for.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The hon. member knew that
many trivial and pultry complaints were
made against the departiuent at the time
he (the Commissioner) tovk office, and
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that he (Mr. Holmes) used certain means

which he (the Commissioner) was not
prepared to state, to threaten the depart-
ment, but which had no effect. He (the
Commissioner) was in communication
with the hon. member and did his best to
try to meet him in regard to ditficulties
which the hon. member said his firm were
suffering from at the time.

Mx. Moran: There was a bit of spite
on his part.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS said he knew there was: that
was straight talking. He would not say
many things that he might say: there was
something else hehind the hon. member:
it was not all patriotism which prownpted
him to bring these matters before Parlia-
ment. As to the charges in regard tu
Millar Brothers, the hon. member had
said that this matter had not been satis-
factorily explained. One charge he in-
tended to deny in fofo, and that was the
25 per cent. said to be allowed us a conces-
sion to Millar Brothers. He emphatically
denied that: the concession was never
made, was never promiscd, and never
given to Millar Brothers, and he gave an
ungualified deniul to the statement. As
to the other stntement, no doubt the hon.
member obtained somne information in
regard to the allowance. At one time a
promise was made to Millar Brothers that
instead of enforcing the charge for the
“gxceeding five miles ™ rate, which was
25. 6d. and 5s., some other arrangement
should be carried out. That was in
connection with a mill erected six miles
from the Government vailway line.

Mr. Houmes: Where?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS: At Yarloop. Millar Brothers
had sent to the Railway Department say-
ing that they havdly thought it right to
charge the second rate for six miles only,
and he (the Commissioner) believed a
letter was written that in the circum-
stances the rate would only be charged as
for five miles. It was one of those condi-
tions which us a business concern was
left to the department to settle. There
was some difficolty about the nmtter
afterwards and the concession was with-
drawn—if it could be called a concession
~~g0 that in that instance there was no
loss to the country, and the concession
was not enjoyed by the timber com-

pany.
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M=r. Winson: What about the cir-
cular that was issued *

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS: That was withdrawn: it was
never muade use of, and Millar Brothers
never got any advantage under it. In

. regaril to the rates charged, the M illar

Brothers Company had 360G wagons, 180
of which were used by the compauy in
conneclion with their business, and went
from their mills to the places to which
the timber was consigned. The Govern-
ment supplied Millar Brothers with 120
wagons.

Me. Morax: It any concession had
been made to Millar Brothers, it would
have been shown in the public ac-
counts.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Certamnly. No concession would
have been given without Executive
authority. That would have had to be
obtained. so that there was no possible
chance of any concession of that kind
being given. The firm’s wagons ran over
the Government lines and the Governwent
wagons ran over the firm’s lines: the
arrangement was that the Is. 3d. for the
first five miles and the 2s. 64. for the dis-
tance over five miles wis not to beentorced
as between the Millur Brothers Company
and the Government. That was under-
stood, and for five wonths an account
was kept against the company, and it
was found at the end of the time that
the Governirent owed the company £56.
It would entail a good deal of bovkkeep-
ing te keep these accounts. and it was
decided for the future that no charge
should be made by the company for
wagons woing over their line-—in fact
very few of the Government wagons did
go over their line. This was the arrange-
ment between Millar Brothers and the
Government, and Millar Brothers waived
certain claimy they had against the Gov-
ernment in regard to wugbns going over
their lines. He would give one instance
to the wmember for the Canning, who

- nnderstood these matters. Some time ago

when the Lon. wmember's (Mr. Wilson's)
company were coustructing their line of,
railway from Dardanup into the hills,
concession was made to allow the Govern-
ment trucks to go.a distance of 2 mile
on to the Canning Jurrah line. and to
stack the ruils there. A charge was
made by the vompany for allowing the
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trucks to run on to their line, but after- ' funds for keeping wp our maintenance,

wards that charge was not enforced.

Mr. Wriosoy : The Government trucks
ran half-a.mile on to the Canning Jarrah
Company’s line in order not to block the
Dardanup railway vard.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAY3: No one was more persistent
than the member for the C(anning in
asking for rebates. Only a short time
ago u scheme was put forward by the
hon. member in regard to a matter at
Fremantle for storage. There were many
instances of claims of this sort being
made. There were times when the Gov-
ernment were able to make rebates with-
out infringing the general conditions
under which the railways were worked.

At 630, the Cratrman left the Chair.
At 7-80, Chair resumed.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (continuing): Ounly one other
matter need be touched on, 1 conclusion,
and that was in regard to the statements
made by the hon. member (Mr. Holmes)
as to the maintenance of the rolling-stock.
Last night the hon. member guoted fromn
the Locomotwe Bngineer’s report, by
reading portions only, and this course
would probably wmislead some members

and thus swelling our revenue, If the hon.
member would consuli the statement of
expenditure in the Locomotive Engineer's
report, he would see that the expenditure
from general revenue was £35,219 for
maintenance of locomotives ; and although
the locomotive engineer 1eported that a
large: number of engines should have
been repaired during the past vear, we
were unable to carry out the whole of the
work he desired to be done, not because
we had not sufficient money, but because
of the limited workshop accommodation.
The return placed on the table of the
House some time ago, in vegard to the
number of engines and wagons which
were in the workshops for repair, would
go to prove that a large proportion of
the stock was kept in good order; and
we must not forget too that during the
year we received something like 80 new
engines, which did not reguire so much
to Le expended in maintenance, aud
therefore the preportionate expenditure
would not appear so large for overhaul-
ing. There was no necessity, in fact, for
such a large overhauling during last year

. as would be the case during the present

as to the facts of the case unless the .

whole of the report was read. Therefore
he (the Commissioner) would refer to
two other portions of the report which
the hon. member did not quote, in regard
to the maintenance of locomotive engine
and wagon stock. The hon. member
would lead the Committee to infer that
the muintenance of the stock had been in
a measwre carried out from loan Tunds,
instead of from current revenue; that
the larger portion of the money for main-.
fenance had heen obtained from loan
funds.

Mr. HoLmes:
the kind.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

Never said anything of

WAYS : The hon. member said we weore

purchusing a large quantity of new stock,
and were not maintaining the stock in
the way it should be waintained, and
were thus lessening. our expenses by
resorting to lean woneys for properly
maintaining the stock ; m fact, that we
were spending money unfairly from lean

year; and the Estimates for this year
showed a considerable increase in the
requirements for locomotive expenditure,
and he (the Commissioner) intended to
see that during the year there should be
a thorough overhaul of as many locomo-
tives as could be spared from the traffic.
Tt was the intention of the depart-
ment to have the maintenance carried
out thorounghly, and provision was there-
fore made in this year's Estimates for
that purpose.

Mr. HoLmes:
estimate shown ¥

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The hon. member could see the
difference of the estimate last yvar as
compared with the estimuie this year
for maintenance.

Me. HoLmEes: One could not under-
stand the estimate.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: If the hon. member was uot
able to understand the estinate, that
could not he helped, and the inference
would be that the hon. member was not
capable of judging as to the difference.

Mg. Hotmes: Information had been
asked for, and he could not. get it.

How was the increased
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Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The report showed that during
the vear Bl locomotives of various classes
were passed through the workshops; so
be (the Commissioner) did not see where
the complaint came in as to the Railway
Department not expending sufficient in
the maintenance of rolling-stock. There-
fore all the statements of the hon. mem.-
ber were not borne out by fact; and if
the hon. member had read the report, he
would have found that during the year
a large number of trucks had passed
through the repairing shops, showing
that the department had paid all necessary
attention to the upkeep of the rolling-
stock. The hon. member, though he last
night again traversed the whole of the
grouund covered in his previous speech
when attacking the department, had yet
disclused no new features, and there was
only needed the same reply as he (the
Comnmissioner) had previously given, that
where the department were to blame they
had taken the blame, which should be an
end of the matter; and wheve the state-
ments of the hon. member were entirely
false, those statements had been denied,
and it had been shown there was no
ground whatever for the charges. Once
more, the smallness of the amount paid in
respect of claims by the department
would be understood when it was remem-
bered that one ship which came into the
port of Fremantle during the past year
had paid four times as much as had been
paid by the department in claims
for the same period. The amount paid
for claims was £400 odd; and it was
simply amazing that the department
should bhandle such a large guantity of
woods, and vet that the claims made in
respect of goods could have been settled
for sosmall a sum.  The percentage was
in fact smaller than it would be in an
ordinary business house; therefore the
country was surely to e congratulated
that the amount paid in claims was not
higher.

Mr. Hormes said he had already
cxplained that point.

Me. GREGORY (North Coolgardie; :
'The Premier’s remarks on the Toan Bill
would give great pleasure to the gold-
fields population, who would be pleased
to hear that they were not a migratory
people, and that they were deserving of
consideration. It was a pity the Premier
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had not made similar remurks when
introducing the Constitution Bill; and he
hoped the Premier, in desling with the
railways, would do something to help the
people to settle on the land of the gold-
fields. The department bad lately seen
fit to make large increases in freights to
the goldfields, more especially in regard to
timber, iron, and similar commodities.
If a permanent goldfields population were
desired, the freights on these goods must
be as low as possible. There was a marked
difference between the old and the new
scale of rates. The old rate on imported
timber was £2 17s. 7d. per ton from
Fremauntle to Kalgoorlie; the new rate
was £4 2s. 8d. The old rate on doors
was £2 17s. 7d. per ton; the new,
£5 3s. 8d.

MEe. A. Forrest: That was imported
material.

Mr. GREGORY : It was all imported :
he would deal with local products after-
wards. On galvanised iron the freight
bad been raised from £2 17s. 7d. to £4
2s. 8d., with a similar increase on nails.
On oils there was an increase of from
£5 3. Bd. per ton to £7 12s. 7d., with
gimilar imcreases on ridge and roof work,
pipes, and tin. There might be no great
objection to this if the increases applied
to the whole of the country; but the
scale of charges was so contrived as to
exempt the people of Perth from the
increased rates.

Toe CommissioNeEr o¥ Rainways :
Surely not. The rates applied to every
part of the colony.

Mer. GREGORY: The old rate for
goods in Class 1, for a distance of five
miles, was 3s. 4d.; the new rate for
similar goods was 3s. 4d.  Under 10
miles the old rate was 5s. per tom; the
new rate was 55. Under 15 miles, 6s. 8d.
was the old rate ; the new rate was 6s.8d.;
but when we reached 22 miles, the rate
for that distance used to be 8s. 8d,, and
was now 8s. 10d. ; for 23 miles the old rate
was 8s, 10d., and was now 9s. 1d.; for
24 miles, the old rate 9s., the new 9s.
4d.; for 25 miles, old rate 9s. 2d., new
9s. 7d.: so the increase in Class 1 did
not affect the people of Perth, whose
goods were carried at the same rate as
before; but the people who lived at a
greater distance from Fremantle had to
pay higher proportionate rates for their
goods, He had no objection to the coal
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industry being assisted as far as possible :

it was quite right for the Government to
carry Colhie coal as cheaply as possible,
s¢ loug as expenses were covered or
nearly covered; but he strougly objected
to the Cowmmissioner, without any
authority from Parliament, making the
railways a kind of second custom-house
in this colony.

Taue CoMMISSIONER OF RaAILwavs:
The House specially expressed 1ts opinion
on the new freights, as the scale had been
laid on the table, and objections, if
there had been any, would bave been
made.

Mer. GREGORY : Some time was
required to read through a long schedule.

TaE CodMMIssIONER OF RAILWAYS:
For the new scale there was the authority
of the Executive, and the concurrence of
Parliament.

Mr. GREGORY: But no vote of
Parliament.

Tre CoMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS :
Tts concurrence.

Me. GREGORY : Through the rail-
ways the consumers were magde to pay a
sort of customs revenue on imported
wines, by means of the present rates.

TEw Premier: Could not that have
been altered last session?

Mr. GREGORY: It ought to be
altered now.

Tue Premiex: The hon.
could have spoken last year.

Mr. GREGORY : If the system were
wrong, it was proper to draw ath,ntlon to
it at any time.

Tue PrEmrer: The hon.
arguments were not new.

Mz. GREGORY : TPossilly they were,
to the outside public.  Besides, the
Premier’s statements regarding the in-
creased gold yield were nothing new : we
had heard them often.

Tae Premier: No doubt the hon.
wember was sorry to hear of the increase.

Mr. GREGORY: No; but the
Premier’s statements alwayscame a month
after the public had beard the news:
There was a vast difierence in the freights
on local goods and on those imported.
Locally-produced wing was carried from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie for &1 16s. 5d.
per ton; on intercalonial or foreign
wines the charge was £7 12s. 2d.: and
consequently a large quantity of South
Australian wine was hottled in this colony

member

member’s
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| s0 as to take advantage of the lower

freight. This differentintion of freights
had been made without any special resolu-
tion of the House, and that was wrong.
Qu jam, the munufacture of which was
hardly heard of in this colony, the locally
made article paid £1 16s. 5d. per ton,
while imported jam paid £4 25, 8d. The
freightonlocaltimbers was19s. 1d. perton,
and on imported timbers £4 2s 3d. The
cosb of bringing Oregon from Fremantle
to Kalgoorlie was about the samme as the
total cost of importing it into the eolony
and placing it on the trucks at Fremantle.
The rates on butter and cheese were the
same as on jaw, and so with many other
articles. Before proroguing, the House
should pass a resolution prohibiting the
Commissioner from making himself a
custom-house officer in this way. The
Eastern goldfields lines were the only rail-
ways in the colony which were paying;
they were paying well; and the goods
required on the fields, especially building
materials, should be carried at more
reasonable rates.
Mr. DomEerTY:
should be careful.

The hon. member
This was no argument

| for his new railway.

Mz GREGORY: The hon. member
should speak of something he understood.
Mer. A. Forrest: But freight on

jarrab was cheap enough.
Mz. GREGORY: For whose benefit?

. None of the local timber companies were

. paying.

They were closing dowu.
M=r. A. Forresr: The timber did not

+ realise sufficient.

© he (M]

Mkr. GREGORY : The companies were
not paying dividends.

Mg, A. Forrust: Berause imported
timbers were killing them.

Mr. GREGORY: The difference in
freight between jarrah and Oregon was
too large, The Commissioner lnew that
Giregory) was not seeking to
injore the departinent, but was merely
trying to point out hindrances to the
development of the goldfields; and for
goods used on the fields the Government
had no right, without a speciul resolution
of Parliament, to impuse differential
duties. Not being a railway expert.
he would not criticise the department
generally, but must speal of the present
block at EKalgoorlie. A friend of his,

having some goods at the Kalgoorlie
, station, had seut for five days in succes-
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gion to obtain those goods, but the station-
master was unable to give delivery. On
the sixth day delivery was obtained, but
when the weigh-bill was presented, the
department had the impertinence to
charge demurrage; and if the consignee
had not demanded the goods daily such
demurrage must have been paid. That
system was unfair, and strict 1nstructions
should be given that where goods were
detained through the fault of the depart-
ment there should be no demurrage
charged, nor should such charge be made
on goods tossed out on open stations and
left exposed to the weather. There should
be some degree of honesty in the depart-
ment; and he had heard forwarding
agents speak very stromgly against the
departmental system. The matter of
weighing called for attention. A large
truck was sometimes pushed half way on
to a weigh-bridge, and then the other
half was put on, and the sum of the two
tests was called the weight of the truck.
The Minister could afford to spend a little
money in weigh-bridges.

Thre CoMMISSIONER OF RaAILways:
That was now being done,

Mr. GREGORY said he was pleased
to hear it. He would never object to the
Government trying to foster the coal
industry.

MRz. Moran : And the timber industry,
$00.

Mr. GREGORY : Jarrah timber was
used for certain purposes and must be
obtained For those purposes. He quite
agreed that preference should be given to
local industries such as the coal industry.

Mz. Moran : Then the hon. member
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would give a preference to local timbers ¥ .

Me. GREGORY : Not to the extent of
the difference between 19s. and £4 per
ton: that was too great.
timber was charged at per ton measure-
ment it would come to about £8 per
ton.

If Oregon

Tae ComMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: -

The department charged by dead weight
for Oregon timber as well as jarrah.

Me. GREGORY: Gold mines must
have a great deal of Oregon timber, and

the people on the goldfields required other

timber beside jarrah for building their
houses and making their homes comfort-
able.
in regard to the food duties. but the
railway departiment increased the price of

There had been a great decrease .
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food by the extra charge made for the
carriage of foodstuffs.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.-
WAYS: In regard to the question of
preferential rates, the practice was not
peculiar to this colony, asit was in force
in all the colonies except one. Preference
was given to locally-grown products in
Victoria, New South Wales, and South
Australia.

Mg, GrecoRY : But special resolutions
were passed by Parliament.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: That had been done. A number
ot locally produced articles were curried
on the railways at rates which were much
lower than those for imported articles;
but he (the Commissioner) was not
responsible for the introduction of the
rates : they were in force before lLe took
office. That did not make the matter any
better, but he had heen often accused of
having introduced the rates, and he had
been hikened to the Czar of Russia.

Mgr. GreEgory: The Commissioner had
increased the rates, though.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Only the first class; and this
rate had been brought into line with &
similar arrangement which existed in all
the other colonies. The rates in Wes-
tern Australia were lower than the
rates in any other colony except South
Australia, and there was only 1s. 3d.
difference between South Australia and
Western Australia. The rates in this
colony compared very favourably with
the rates m the other colonies. As
to the carriage of local timber, that
had been in force a long time : he did not
introduce the rate. The only difference
that had been made was in regard to
Class 1, which had been increased, as he
said, to Dbring it into line with rates
existing in other parts of Australia. The
statement made that the increased rates
were coneiderable was not borne out by
reference to the book of rates. A, B,
and C classes had not heen touched at
all ; only Class 1 had been touched, but
there were a number of goods that came
under the latter rate, and which were
affected. The rate for the carriage of
coal, timber, and that class of material,
had not been interfered with, Class A,
which dealt with prodnce, had not been
altered: that was the old mte in foree
five years ago. Class B dealt with small
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quantities of produce. two tons and under, | paving £35 and £40 a ton for the car-
and Class C dealt with quantities of | riage of goods, but now the Government

goods weighing I0cwt. and under. In .
the new rates the public had been given
the advantage of the B class, the actnal
weight : the public were not limited to
the 10cwt. Therefore, the rlight increase
in Class 1 was the only alteration which
affected the goldfields and the other parts
of the colony, and the increase was not
considerable: it meant an increase all
round, on the freight received for goods
carried on the railways, of something
under 13 per cent., which was not a con-
siderable advance after all. As to the
difference of carriage on softwood, that
was the rate in vogue in the previous rate
hook ; and when we remembered that
softwood took up a great deal more space
than jarvab, it must be naterally con-
c¢luded that a higher rate should be paid
for it. Softwood paid the same tonnage
rate as jarvah, but the difference in weight
was considerable : the bulky natare of the
softwood justified the department in
charging a higher rate for the carriage
of it.

Mer. Grecory: Had not the depart-
ment recently made a rebate on all stuff
consigned to the smelting works and on
gold sent to the Mint ?

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: On gold sent to the Mint. All
ove carried for treatment in the colony
was cartied at a lower rate: that was not
only for the benefit of the smelting works
but for every iudustry that sprung up,
although it was intended to assist the
smelting industry and other similar in-
dustries.

Mr. A. FORREST (West Kimberley) :
The member for North Goolgardie (Mr.
Gregory} had not made a verv patriotic
speech 1n regard to the carriage of goods
on the railways. Those who had to live
in the country and’ produced goods here
should receive some benefit, because such
people prevented money being sent out of
the country to keep population in other
parts.

Mr. GREGORY :
toms ?

Mr. A. FORREST: If he (Mr. A.
Forrest) were Commissioner of Railways
and had the confidence of the country, he
wounld make the railways pav the interest

What about the cus-

on the nationul debt. Tn the past those

were carrying goods for £4 and £5 a ton,
those who lived on the goldfields were at
once up in arms. People in this country
were quite satisfied to pay big rates for
the carriage of goods before the railways
were built, but now that people had goods
carried for nominal swins hon. members
complained that the charge was too great.
If the country was going to encourage
the use of softwoods, to encourage foreign
ships to come here with these timbers,
and to employ labour for cutting these
soft timbers in other parts of the world,
the argument of the member for North
Coolgardie was a good one; but we had
a timber industry in this colony which
was languishing, and surely some pre.
ference should be given to that industry.
Jurrah was carried at a low freight
beconse it was heavy, but when this
heavy timber got to places like Menzies
the cartage was great. If the softwoods
were carried to Menzies at the same rate
as jarrah, the local timber would have no
possibility of competing with the soft-
woods, because the carriage by teams for
200 miles to the north-east of Menzies
would prohibit jarrah being used. The
Grovernment said that jarvah should be
carried at a lower rate than softwoods to
encourage the timber industry of this
colony, and no one could complain of
that. The same policy was carried out
in regard to locally-produced coal, the
freight for which was cheaper than that
for imported coal. People were employed
in this country in producing the coal;
they consumed goods which paid customs
duty, and the coal industry kept a large
population going; it was doing a good
work in the countrv, whereas the coal
which came from Newcastle did not beae-
fit this country at all. Tt benefited the
steamship companies which came to Fre-
mantle ; but even these companies did not
do wmuch good to this country, because
the profits made in the carriage of the
coal from Newcastle were sent back to
the conntry in which the ships were
owned.

Mr. GrEgorY: Why not increase the
eustom duties and do the thing in » fair
manner ? '

Mz. A. FORREST said he would like
the customs duties wiped ont altogether,

in the back country had no objection to | and he would make those who used the
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railways make up the amount. He would
make persons like the hon. member, who
was erecting a battery at North Coolgardie,
pay for the goods which were carried up
there.
commercial business : they should be made
tu pay the whole of the expenses of the
country.

Mr. KiNGsMILL:
was an aparchist.

Mr. A. FORREST: Those who used
the railways should pay for them. If
one went from Perth to Fremantle and
hired a trap for the trip it cost bum .£1

The hon. member
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Our railways should be made a .

or 30s.; whereas one eould go by rail to -
Fremantle in a first-class carriage and .

back for 2s. 6d. People who lived in this

colony before the railway was built did -

not grumble about paying the 30s., but
the member for North Coolgardie would
like duties put on at the Custom-house
so that the general public should pay
everything, and that goods might be

carried to Menzies for nothing. One
hoped the time had not arrived when

goods would be carried to distant parts
of the country for a mere nothing. At
present people had to pay £2 or £3 a ton
for the carriage of goods to Coolgardie,
whereas people in the past had paid £20
aud £30 a ton without grumbling. The
ouly objection the hon. member had was
that eertain goods were carried cheaper
than other goods. One hoped there always
would be a difference between the rate
for a local article as against the imported
article: He was sure the member for
. North-East Coolgardie would not agree
with the member for North Coolgardie,
but would agree with him (Mr. A.
Forrest) that 1t was not wise to allow
goods from China and Japan to come
into this country and be carried at the
same rate as goods produced in this
country.

Mr. Moraw: How would the hon.
member keep out slave-made goods if
there were no customs duty ?

Me. A. FORREST said he would wipe
the duties out altogether.

Me. Morar: How?

Mr. A. FORREST: Tea and sugar
came in free now.

M=r. Moraw: That was no answer to
the guestion.

Me. A. FORREST said he congratu-
lated the Commissioner of Railways on
the estimate which had been placed
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before the Committee. He was sure the
House would say that although the
Commissioner and his officers might have
made mistakes in the great department
like the one which the Commissioner con-
trulled, who would not have made mis-
takes ¢ Everyons made mistakes in their
own business.

Me. HoLmEes: Never.

Mx. A. FORREST suid he made mis-
takes in his own business with his eyes
open. In a great department like that of
the railways, the Commissioner had to
trust a great many people, some of whom
did wrong, but the blame was cast on the
Commissioner, who had to bear the brunt
of attacks made by the member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holmes), who had made
a dead set against the Commissioner ; but
the hon. member did not score very much.
The Commissioner had answered the
charges fairly well. The member for
Bast Fremantle had obtained the faets
pretty well: where thev were obiained
from he (Mr. A. Forrest) did not
know; still the charges had been
answered fairly well by the Com-
miggioner of Railways. When we could
get a gentlewan like the Commissioner
of Railways for the paltry sum of
£1,000 o vear, we should keep him in
office: he wus the most hard-working
man in the country. 'The Comwissioner
had left & good business to go into Pavlia-
ment and to give his time to the country.
‘When the Commissioner told him (Mr.
A Forrest) that he intended to go into
Parliameut, he informed him (the Com-
missioner) that be was an enemy to him-
self; and, with the ability the Commis-
sioner possessed, he (Mr. A. Forrest)
could say that the Commissioner was the
biggest fool ever created in taking a
position on the Treasury bench for
£1,000 a year, to be shot at by the
member for East Fremantle whether the
Commissioner was in the right or wrong.
The Commissicner had to know every-
thing in his departiment : whether a clerk
had stolen a pound, or whether someone
had lost his baggage. The Cominissioner
carried out the duties of his office in a
fair manner, and the Committee ought to
be satisfed. He could only say it gave
him great satisfaction to have an oppor-
tunity of thanking the Commiesioner of
Railways for the manner in which he had
conducted the business of his department
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gince he had been in office. He (Mr. A.
Forvest) had had to grumble to the
department, but when the matter had
heen fairly placed before the Commis-
sioner, that gentleman had always been
man enough to say, “If you cannot get
redress from the officers of the depart-
ment, I will see the department will carry
out the law of the country to the very
letter”” He (Mr. A. Forrest) supposed
he paid the railways as much as any man
in the country, but he never received a
single pennyworth from the department
except it was according 0 the Ack
Although he paid the largest amount of
auy person in the country for freight on
the railways, he had always received
redress when he had complained to the
Colnmissioner.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: In regard to freights, he had
just taken out the difference hetween the
freight rate in this colony and that in
other volonies of Australia. Taking the
rate for the first-class, mentioned by the
hon. member (Mr. Gregory), the rate for
general merchandise, such as iron, timber,
and 8o on, the classification being alinost
similar throughout Australia, he found
the comparison came cut thus: In
South Australia, the lowest of the lot,
the rate waz £4 1s. 3d., Western Aus-
tralia £4 2s. Bd., Victoria £5 7s. 10d.,
Queensland £5 Gs. 6., and New South
Wales £5 3s. 6id.; so that all the colonies
had a Mgher rate than this colony and
South Australia. Then in the second-
class the rates wer: —South Australia
£6 10s., Western Australia £5 3s. 8d.
(being lower than the colony mentioned),
Victoria £7 3s. 5d., Queensland £7 16s.,
and New South Wales £6 11s. In the
third-class, in which a great wmmy goods
were carried, the rate was - Sonth Aus-
tralia £8 0s. 6d., Western Australia £7
125, 4d., New South Wales £9 2s. 6d.,
Victoria £10 3s. 7d., and Queensland
£11 3s. 7d., being 30 per cent. higher
than in this colony.
charged in this colony, as he hud said in
his previous remarks, were nore favour-
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Therefore the rates |

able to the people of this colony than the

corresponding rates in other. colonies, and

these figures showed there was no proper

ground for complaint.
complained of the rates here had to pay
the rates charged in Queensland, they
would have to pay all round a rate 51)

If persons who
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per cent. more than they paid to-day in
Western Australia.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur.
chison): It was not his intention to
spealk at length on the Railway Estimates,
because what he had to sav would be
better said on the Loan Bill. Since the
question of rates had been raised, and
having a strong feeling in regard to the
question. he would express his conviction,
though perhaps an unpopular one, that
all the Railway Departments in Australia
Lad beea practically runined by attempting
to follow the producer in the cry for low
rates in carrying local produce. There
was not a Railway Department in Aus-
tralia that wag paying 4 per cent., and
sonie not paying 2 per cent. A good
deal of this had arisen through the Gov-
ernment of the day in one or other of
those colonies yielding to the popular
clamour, and carrying so-called local
products at prices absolutely unremun-
erative to the Railway Department. He
hoped the railways of this colony would
be conducted on commercial principles,
and be made to pay. Last year's return
showed that the actual cost of conducting
the railways in this colony on the present
rates of carriage wus 70 per cent. of the
revenue earned, and a little more. Hon.
members knew that the rates which were
remunerative were those ruling between
55 and 65 per cent. of the working
expenses; also that the actual profits
from rates in Western Australia, the
cheapest railway system on the continent,
was only 4°55 per cent.; and he agreed
with the member for East Fremantle in
the conclusion that this good result
had been obtained this year by some
starvation of the Railway Department.
‘What he wanted te emphasise was
that these railways, constructed at large
cost, must be made to pay. He had no
objection that the department should, to
o limited extent, encourage local produc-
tion by carrying goods at cost price, but
never below that; vyet clearly, if the
department carried a large proportion of
the poods at actual cost price, the rail-
ways would be an absolute loss to the
State. Railways should always be runto
pay, and though he knew this was an
unpopular doctrine, he must agsert it in
this House, and on that point he apreed
with the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest). He knew that in the
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distriet he (Mr. INingworth) represented,

as well ag in other parts of the colony,
the people were formerty glad to pay £24,
£36, up to £50 a ton for the carriage of
goouds before railways were constructed,
and people were grateful to get them
carried at those prices under the circum-
stances prevailing.  Yet as soon as rail-
ways were made hy the Government, and
goods were carried at £5 or £6 a ton,
there was an outery against the depart-
ment for what were called * excessive
charges.” This was an unfair state of
things. In a colony like this, where there
was no end of work tv Le done and no
end of railwayvs required to be con-
structed—-—

Me. Moran: The Lon. member had
better change places with himn.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: When the
department formerly could show they
were paying the whole of the working
expenses with intevest and sinking fund

and were adding a large sum to the
revenue, no complaint could be made;
but even then the inequalities in charges
of which the member for North Cool-
gardie (Mr. Gregorv) had spoken were
really a cause of complaint, and were
so still.
Lon. member todesire the Railway Depart-
ment to run traffic at a loss.

Mz GrEsory: Decidedly not.

Mre 1ILLINGWORTH: He understood
liim to complain of inequalities in charges.
When £150,000 of profit was transferved
from the Railway Departmeat to the
exchequer in this country two or three
veurs ago, the same kind of inequalities
existed, and were open to complaint; and
vet some goods were carried on the rail-
way then at an absolute loss. Goods
were being carried now at w rate that did
not pay the cost of carriage, and while
that was so, inequalities must of neces-
sity take place. He wanted the Govern.
wment to realise that when dealing with
railways thev were piving the public
absolutely a full retirn for the money
received ; und this ery that was going on,
and which went on in every country,
though not as bad here as in other eclo-
nies of Australia—and he spoke after
having had some experience of the effect
of this kind of thing-——we must grard
against this ery for cheap carriage, because

He did not understand that - such a manner as to involve the country
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it meant that rates would go down till
ratlways were run absolutely at a loss.
The department should charge for the
work done, and charge also some propor-
tion of the cost of railway maintenance and
rolling-stock. 1f the railway systemn was
to e conducted on a business basis, we
wust expect the return to be such as
would give some distinet profit. The
railway from Perth to Ealgoorlie, for
instance, was made in troublesome times
as far as traflic was concerned, and the
rails laid down were of a light and cheap
kind ; but hon. members knew now that
those rails were not sufticient for the
present weight of traffic, and that in
order to do justice to the railway system,
the line from Perth to Kalgoorhie should
be duplicated with heavy rails; and this
being the most pressing want at the
present time, it ought to be done before a,
single mile of additional railway was laid
in any other direction. Duplication would

ou the capital invested in railways ' enable the department to run the traffic

at a cheaper rate, and it would be time
enough for people on the goldfields to ask
for a rednction of rates when the traffic
could be run at a distinet profit. He did
not think the mass of the people on the
goldfields desired that the Government
should conduct the railway system in

in a financial loss, because the people of
the colony would have to pay that loss in
the end ; and unless we could show, and
continue to show, that the railways were
rielding an absolute profit and were not
o burden to the State, we counid not
expect the people to consent to further
extensions of railway. Extensions were
wanted, of course ; hut we must establish
our line first, and he was guite in harmony
with the vemarks of the member for
East Coolgurdie (Mr. Moran) as to
properly providing for the traffic from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. Whatever out-
cry there might be in the country
or on the goldfields for the redue-
tion of railway rates, bhe hoped the
Government, would resist that cvy for
reduction, and would maintain such
rates ag would not only cover the actual
cost of work, but pay interest and sinking
fund on the capital invested, while also
making such a provision for the improve-
ment of existing lines as would put them
on a sound basis. Within those limits,
and those limits only, let the department
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reduce the rates as much as was praetic-
able. He did not expect the railways to
become & large source of profit to the
State, but they ought not to be a loss;
whereas if they were run at the present
cost, wearing out the rails and road and
rolling-stock, while not vielding a suffi-
cient revenue for proper mwaintenance and
other necessary charges, the business
would be run ata loss. The people ought
to be content, but he was afraid they
never would be content. There was some
roow for the department to equalise the
rates, and get rid of some of the friction
in reference 10 differential vates. He did
not think it necessary to follow the rates
of other colouies, and, in fact, the further
we kept away from those rates the better.
The rates here should be fixed on a paying
basis. He must also express his convic-
tion that the member for East Fremantle
(Mr. Holmes) deserved good of his
country and of this House for bringing
forward a number of things in reference
to railway maoagement, and which had
cansed uwnrest in the public mind, The
hon. member had given the Commissioner
an opportunity of replying, explaining,
and practically apologising for mauy,
things which had occurred. He (Mr.
Illingworth) alse sympathised with the
Commissioner in his explanation, which
showed there bad been a large amount
of traffic to handle under difficult
circumstances; but while this was a
reasonable excuse, it cast no reflection
and was po denial of the charges made
by the member for East Fremantle.
Hon. members generally were conscious
of worse things than these in regard to
the department, but it was not desirable
to bring out everything. Enough bhad
heen said to put the department on its
metile. Taking the department as a
whole, it was the hest-managed railway
departwent be knew of in Australasia; and
while he had often said so, he did not
make the remark this year with as much
satisfaction as he had made it in previous
years.
time in our railway history, us the depart-
ment were probably aware ; and he looked
with some anxiety and with a considerable
amount of hopeful expectation to coming
years, to show that some of the dangers

remedied. Throughout Auvstralia the

[ASSEMBLY.]
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largest portion of the wealth of the State
was sunk in the railways.

MEg. GEorGE: In the other colonies the
railway management was free from politi-
cal influence.

Mr. JILLINGWORTH: It was nut
certain that political influence was not
the best thing. With railways managed

. by a board, years might elapse before

Parliament found out how matters were
proceeding. But with a Minister respon-
sible to Parliament there was a chance of
effective criticism. All the accusations
made by the Opposition aganst the
(Government paled before the statement
made by the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest), that the Commissioner
of Railways was the biggest fool in the
world. No Opposition member had ever
descended so far as to say that, not even
the member for Albany (Mr. Leake), who
was so often reproached by the Premier
for the language used tv the Government.
The point which required emphasising
was the absolute necessity of running
these lines on cowmercial principles, one
half of our revenue being derived from
the railways. Let the Government do
what the Opposition hud urged again and
again: divide the management of the
two departments, the ruilways and the
works. The need for this was even
more pressing now than in vears past.
It was time the Commissioner was relieved
from the control of the Works, not so
much for the sake of the Works Depart-
ment as because of the absolute meces-

' sity for greater watchfulness over the
i Railways, that largest of the spending

The present was a dangerous

He (Mr.

and earning departments.

t Ilingworth) hoped the time would come

when the profits from the railways would
pay the interest and the sinking fund on
the whole of the colony’s public debt.
That project had occupied his theughts
for years, and he would never be content
till, by increased profits from the rail-
ways, that end had been attained, for

. when it had been achieved, then the

colony's financial condition would be
satisfactory, and this wus the best reason
why the Works and the Railways Depart-

¢ ments should be separated, s¢ that the

Commissioner could give his whole atten-

. tion to tke Railways; and this was the
now surrounding the department would .
be removed, and some bad management |

opinion of nearly everyone who came
into contact with the Railway Depart-
ment. In doing justice to that depart-
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ment, one man, no matter how able or
energetic, would have hig hands full; and
when the railways found themselves with
a profit of 455 and an expenditure of
70-99, they were in dangerous country.

Tee ComwmisstoNER oF RarLways:
The expenses had heen reduced hy an
additional -6.

M=z. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : The
address of the last speaker (Mr. [Hing-
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. must always pav their way, differed from

worth), the great financial anthority of -

the Opposition, wmust be particularly
gratifying to the Government and the
Commissioner of Railways. He (Mr.
Moran) had not expected anyone to say
that this colony’s railway system was the
best managed in the whole of Australasia,
vet the hon. member had made that
sweeping asserfion.

Mz, InLiveworTtH said he had ex-
pressed it as his conviction.

Mr. MORAN : It was pleasant to see
such a dose of healing ointment adminis-
tered to the Commissioner; though after
thiz display, one could hardly blelieve
there was such exact cohesion between
the members of the Opposition as might
be expected. The member for Bast Fre-
mantle {Mr. Holmes) had said some very
harsh things about the railways.

M. Hoxmes : Opposition members had
opinions of their own, unlike Government
supporters.

Mr. MORAN : Probably those opinions
were retained by their owners, bLecause
no one else cared to take them away,
Here were fwo leading authorities of the
Opposition, of whom cne said that the
railway system of Western Auvstralia was
a yublic seandal, while the distinguished
and much more experienced authority
said that the system was the most perfect
in Australia.

M=w. HoLmes : Was there any anthority
for saying that the other systems were
perfect ¢

Mz. MORAN: One statement was
from a junior member of the House; the
other from a member who had had the
honour of sitting in the Victorian Parlia-
ment. The country would appraise the
true value of the two statements. Before
the hon. member {(Mr. Illingworth) spoke,
honours were easy in the debate ; but his
speech had given the Government a dis-
tinet advantage. However, the hon.

metnber, in maintaining that railways ,

almost all Australian politicians,

M=r. IinineworTH: And therefore
other Australian railways did not pay.

Mr. MORAN: Qnite frue. Never-
theless, no prominent Australian politi-
cian had supported the theory that rail-
ways should be commercial concerns.
Onm the contrary. railways were looked on
as national enter prlses for the develop-
ment of the country’s resowrces. At what
period in the colony’s history should its
raillways begin te pav-—in  the first,
second, or third year* Had not the hon.
member heard of an instance where it
was the highest political wisdom to
encourage trade by giving low rates ?

Mer. InpivoworTH: Such an instance
as the Ghrecubills railway.

Mr. MORAN: Was no line to be
built unless it paid imuediately 7 Tf so,
the hon. member at once discarded
the theory that the object of building
railways was to cncourage settlement.
The hon. member said : * Let there be as
cheap rates as pnssible, but never below
a paying price,” and he also said he
would give differential rates for different
classes of goods, slightly encouraging
local produce, provided the rate did not
invoive a loss to the railway; that for
a limited quantity of such produce there
might be a differential rate. But in
that cuse other goods must be carried
at much more than a bare paying rate;
therefore, according to the hon. member's
theory, a large profit would be made from
the railways. From that theory he (Mr.
Moran) differed. The hon. member would
carry nothing helow cost price, and would
carry foreign goods at a rate largely
exceeding cost price, so as to make the
railways pay working expenses. Butitwas
suflicient to keep the finances of the coun-
try n a fairly sound condition, and to leave
the increased population which must result
from a liberal railway policy to take over
an extensive railway system, and a public
debt which was not. oo heavy for a large
population to bear.

Me. InviveworTHE said he would like
to leave posterity something better than
a hig national debt.

Mr. MORAN: Posterity had no votes
just now, and was a much quieter
factor in Parliament than any portion of
the population. The Kalgoorhe district
had figured prominently in the debate.
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Though he was not satisfied that the -

trafic arrangements were carried on with
adequate celerity, he was yet pleased to
see the Commissioner prove the Western
Australian railway rates were lower than
those of any other colony, save perhaps
South Australia. There was ne room for
publie agitation of that question. Some
little alteration might be madein freights
on articles like galvanised iron, so largely
nsed for goldfields bunildings. But he
would rather pay £1 per ton extra on
his potatoes and get them oun the day they
were expected, than have them carried
for £2 less, and delivered a week late.
That was where the shoe pinched in
Western Australia. It was not the rates
charged, but that the rolling-stock was
not able to carry the trafic, and on the
goldfields a person could nob rely on
getting a truck of goods there within a
specified time. In that respeet he could
not agree that the railway system was
on a thoroughly satisfactory basis. He
was not blaming the department, but
Parliament, because we did not give
the railway department sufficient rolling-
stock, and he was blaming the Govern-
ment that they were heaping on the rail-
wiy department more work than the
department was able to do before the per-
manent way bad been made in a proper
manner on the main road from here to
the great centres of population. Tet the
main rallway lines be laid with heavy
rails and put in good order, and then go
in for the comstruction of new milway
lines.
it was not possible to use the frack, on
which the traffic was constantly being
hogged. The traffic on the goldfields
lines wus going to increase so largely
that the line would be blocked, and then
the Commissioner of Railways would be
the man in this country most to be pitied.

It would be impossible with a =single !

track to undertake the work which the
line would be called upon to perform.
To-day the track was not safe, if trains
ran above a certain speed the rails were
not fit to carry the trains.

Tre PrEmier: Then do not go so
fast.

Mr. MORAN: Why not lay the line
with heavv rails ?

Mar. GeorgE: And a wider gauge.

Me. MORAN: That could not le
done at present. The Govermment wight

Until the lines were put in order -
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consider the advisability, when duplicat-
ing the line to the goldfields, of laying
down the second line on the wider gauge.
He could not agree that the railways
were in a satisfactory condition, because
they were not able to receive goods and
deliver them in anything like a specified
time.

Ter CoMMISSIONER OF RAtLways:
There would be an improvement when
all the alterations had been carried out.

Mgr. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die}: It was somewhat embarrassing to
follow a member of the Opposition whe,
like the celebrated Scriptural character—
he did not know whether it was Balaam,
or Balaam's ass—came to curse and
finished by blessing. He intended to
confine himself to details and fo reply to
certain remarks made by members oppo-
site, because he did not know a great deal
about finance, The member for West
Kimberley told members that he was
sorry that members on the Opposition
side were so devoid of patriotism. The
form of patriotism which was so com-
mendable to the member for West
Kimberley wus the looking after affairs
at one’s own door rather than looking
after the aftairs of the whole of the
colony. ‘The goldfields contributed as
much revenue to the colony as any other
portion of the community, and one of
the claims made by the goldfields people
was that the railways, although huilt on
the credit of the colony, had been paid
for by the goldfields people. The railway
was built at a low rate, and the people
on the goldfields were penalised to make
up the deficiency. The people paid
double and treble the rates that should
have been charged, and they were taxed
for the construction in the early days of
the railway, in a manner that no one had
been taxed before or since.

Tae CommissioNER oF Rainwavs:
It was a great advantage to get their

cods. .

Mr. VOSPER : The people paid
“through the nose’ for them. The prin-
ciple enunciated by the member for North
Coolgardie was a right and just one.

. The railways of the colony should not be

made a species of surreptitious custom-
house. He believed that goods produced
in the colony should be carried at a
cheaper rate than those produced else-
where. The customs tariff was settled
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by Parliament, but the railway rates, |
which went to supplement the customs
revenue, were decided without the aid of
Parlismment, on the caprice of a Minister
or the Cablinet, which was not wise or
judicious. The member for West Kim-
berley desired to carry the principle
further. He would abolish the customs
duties, and instead derive all the revenue
for the Government of the colony from
the ratlways. One did not suppose the
member for West Kimberley thought
seriously of the effect this would have.
The people in the South-Western district
and on the coast would escape scot-free
from faxation, while the people in the
inland districts would have to contribute
all the taxes. The landowner, the city
man, and the coastal population would
escape, while people in the inland districts
would have money conlinually extorted
from them. That was a principle which
was too preposterous to bear serious con-
sideration. He (Mr. Vosper) was asked
whether he would be likely to support the

idea of goods coming from all parts of -

the world —Chiua and Japan were cited—
to compete with the goods made in this
country. Galvanised iron, nails and oil,
and such like goods did not come from
Japan. The complaint on the goldfields
was that the Government charged pro-
hibitive rates on goods that could not be
manufactured in the colony, and which
no attempt had been wade to manufac-
ture.

Tre CoMMIssiONER OF Rarnwayvs: A
ton of iron would roof a very big house.

M=. VOSPER said he was not dealing
with how much iron it took to roof a
house. If we assumed that the railway
utes were framed with a view of obtaining
Tevenue, it was all right. The principle
nnderlying the railway tariff was encour-
agement to the local article; but some
goods, for which prohibitive rates were
charged, were not local articles.

THe PREMIER : A leavy rate was
charged for the carriage of gold.

Mgr. VOSPER: Why?

Tre PrEmier: Because it was more
valuable, and the more valuable the
article the more freight was charged ; the
cheaper the article the lower the freight.
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production. But galvanised iron, and
nails, and such like articles which were
used for Dbuilding purposes, were not
locally produced. The complaint was
made that the goldfields people were a
migratory population, and that they would
not build houses or bring their families
here. The old rate for galvanised iron
was &2 7s, 2d., suddenly it was raised to
&£4 2s. 81.: what the Commissioner’s
motive for raising the rate was he could
not say. The object should Dbe to
encourage the peopleto build and become
permanent settlers on the goldfields.
With regard to the higher rates in the
Eastern colonies, it had been asserted that
the railway lines in this colony cost less
to construct than those in the Eastern
colonies, and in this he found some clue
to the difference in the rates. If it had
cost this colony so much less to build the
railways, the total interest om the capital
cost must be correspondingly less. The
railway lines in the Eastern colonies cost
more, n the first instance, and then there
were a large number of political railways
which we had not seen much of in this
colony, although we had seen some; and
in order to pay interest and meet the
obligations, the railways of the Eastern
colonies imposed higher rates than were
charged here.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
In this colony the cost of working, in
consequence of the higher cost of coal,
was 15 to 18 per cent. more.

Mge. YOSPER: That argument was
not adduced by the Commissioner when
speaking. Tt must be admitted that the
freights of this colony compared favour-

 ably with those of the Kastern colomies;

Me. VOSPER said he was trying to |

arrive at some principle on which railway
rates were based, and 1t had heen said
that the rates were franied to assist local

but he contended that although the
working expenses heve were greater, the
upkeep in the Eastern colonies must be
greater, The railway lines in the other
colonies ran over big rivers, which neces-
sitated the construction of large bridges,
and there had to Le viaducts,over ravines ;
therefore the lines must cost wore to
maintain than the railway lines in this
colony. That would justify the railway
departments in the other colenies charg-
ing more than wus charged here. What
justified the railway departments in the
other colonies would not justify the rail-
way departinent here. The member for
Central Murchison told hon. members
that railways should be made to pay at
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once.  Railways could be made to pay in
two ways: by getting more revenue from
them than it was necessary to spend on
them ; but the question arose whether in
straining every nerve to obtain that profit
was ndét the Government sacrificing a
more substantial profit which might be
~ found in the development of the country.
The true policy of the railway depart-
ment in this or any country was to take
a middle course, not to rednce freight
below the cost of running the railways,
but to take care and avoid anything like
extortionante rates. The railways should
be made to pay the interest and the
contribution to the sinking fund, and
anything above that was money taken
from the pockets of the people.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
‘What about providing for depreciation as
was pointed out by the wember for East
Fremantle ?

Mxzx. VOSPER: “That would have to
be done. Any concern, run on anything
like commercial lLines, would have to do
that. The railways should be conducted
on commercial principles, but the Gov-
ernment should not rvide that hobby to
death. The complaints on the goldfields
were not so much ae¢ to the rate of charges,
but rather in regard to the differentiation
between different goods and different
localities. The incidence of the railway
rates fell more on the goldfields than on
persons in other parts of the colony, and
people on the goldtields therefore felt a
sense of unfairness when they saw the

light export rates charged on the South-

Western railway and on other lines. as
compared with the heavier rates charged
on goods sent to the poldfields. This
difference vaused a sense of iwjustice, that
prople in other parts of the colony were
being favoured at the expense of thuse on
the goldfields.

Mi. Georee: What was it that was
being exported from agricultural distvictsy

Mer. VOSPER said he was speaking of
freights to the goldfields.

Tue CommissionEr or Ralnways:
The rates in propertion to nileage were
very much greater for a short distunce.

Mgz. VOSPER: There had been cowm-
pluint made in this Honse that certain

"ASSEMBLY.]
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" because of the low cost at which timber

and coal were being carried. This was
extending too far the principle of making
concessions to local industries. He knew it
was a ticklish work for the Commissioner
to keep a balance between the two

- extremes, for on the one side there was

an over-auxiety to make a profit on the
Eastern railway, and on the other side
there was too much tendency to grant
concessions on the Sonth-Western Lline
for the cheap transport of articles locally
produced. In the charges for carrying
timber, jarrah was favoured as a local
product ; and though it was an excellent
timber in its way, yet it was heavy and
unsuitable for various purposes required
in mining, and consequently the imported
timbers, such as pine, were almost abso-
lutely essential to the goldfields. The
charge for carrying jarrah to the Eastern
goldfields was 19s. 1d. per ton, whereas
the charge for the lighter imported
timbers wus £4 2s. 8d. per ton, and that
difference was enormous. QOregon pine
was more suitable for work on the gold-
fields than jarrah, and this great differ-
ence in charge showed the injustice which
was done to the goldfields, for the Govern-
ment were thereby tryving to force the
heavier local timber into use on the
goldfields, where it was not suitable.

Tae PreMIER: The imported timber
was much more bulky and occupied more
rocin.

Mzr. VOSPER: Yes; and he
said so..

Tuee Premier: Then those who ve-
quired that timber should pay more for
carrying it on the railway, because of the
greater bulk.

Mr. VOSPER: But why should they
be penalized ?

Tue Premier: Bulky articles werve
always charged at a high rate.

Me. VOSPER: The fact remained

had

' that the only railway in the colony that

goods were carried too cheaply, and it

was pointed out in the annual report that

the South-Western rallway was not earn-

ing enough to pay working expenses,

was paving was the line to the Eastern
goldfields, and it was the only line that
suffered seriously from this differentia-
tion in the rates, Lecause it happened
that a large propoertion of the goods so
charged were consumed at the Bastern
end of the line. There was no necessity
for duplication to make that line pay, but
there was a necessity for duplication in
order to catch up with the traflic; and if
railways are to be extended in other
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directions as proposed by the Govern-
ment, then the traffic to Kalgoorlie would
in a year or two be so emormous that it
would be absolutely impossible for the
present line to cairy the increased traffic.
The work of duplication should be com-
menced and completed before any further
extension of railways was attempted.
With regard to the rates and their effect
on ores, he would read an extract from a
mining journal published in London,
referring to the railway adininistration in
Western Australin, and the effect of
charges on the carriage of ores for treat.
ment at distant places. [Extract read.]

Tue CoMMIsSIONER OF RAILwWaAYs:
That was the rate some time ago, but it
had been altered, and that grievance had
been remedied.

Mr. VOSPER: Referring now to the
Boulder railway, which was the best pay.
ing line in the colony ———

Mz. Moraw: Nothing like it in the
world. '

Mr. VOSPER: It had a larger pas.
senger traffic, he believed, than any other
line in Australia.

Tre CommissioNER OF RaiLways: The
rates were very low.

TuePreEmier: They wereall *“ through™
rates.

Mz. VOSPER: Without referring to
rates, he wanted to speak of the danger
and discomfort to passengers in leaving
or getting on a train upon the Boulder
line, for there were no platforms and no
station accommodation when he was last
there. Accidents were of frequent oceur-
rence, und the only marvel to him was

thut they were not more frequent. The
Boulder line deserved betier station
accommodation.

Tve CommrisstoNER oF Rainways:
Iminediate steps would be taken to pro-
vide that.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): After listen-
ing with pleasure to the member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth), and
agreeing with much that was said, he
{Mr. George) wished to speak particularly
about the duplication of lines to the gold-
fields before further extensions of the
railway system were proceeded with. He
could not agree with those members who
advocated that line of policy, because the
duplication being once started, the effect
must be that the already crowded line
would have te bear even wore traffic,
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because there would be more sleepers and
more rails to carry for the duplication,
thus causing a greater congestion of
traffic than at present. There was also
the congestion that would result from the
conveyance of pipes for the goldfields
water scheme, although he had no doubt
the railway management would be able
to cope with them. Reference bad
been made to speed on the light
451h. rails which were lald over a
considerable portion of the KEastern
Railway. These light rails were capable
of carrying a considerable bull of traffic,
if traing were not run ut too great o speed ;
and it was unfair for hon. members to
grumble at delays in the carriage of goods,
when they knew that to expect a great
speed over these light rails must result in
disaster. Therefore the two things would
not run together, Weall wanted to make
the railways pay, but the Government aft
the same time should provide facilities
for the people in the country. We were
drifting into the same quagmire as the

-other colonies fell into, that was the

danger of political interference in rail-
way nanageinent, not only as to rates,
but also us to the discipline among railway
servants. It was an open secret that in
connection with some portion of the Rail-
way Department the men bud openly
boasted, not only in public meetings but
in their docwnents, that they could
approach Hon. members and get them to
support almost any claim they liked to
press on the Government., It was time
for this House to set its foot down firmly,
and say that if hon. members would allow
this to be done for any body of men, the
time had come to take the railways away
from the Government management and
place them under the management of men
who would be free from any such influence.
In the old country it used to be the
cry, in the Midlands district especially,
“How wnuch hetter we would be if the
railways were under the Government!”
But singe he (Mr. George) had beep
in these colonies and seen railways
run under Government management, he
had Deen forced to the conelusion that
it was not good for a couniry to have
the railways so managed, for this systemn
stifled competition and made an opening
for the worst kind of political log-rolling.
He must protest against any members
taking up matters without making a full
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inquiry about them, as had heen done
this session and last. It was not good
for the discipline and morale of the
service, and not good for this House
or for the country, that such a practice
should go on. One hon. member (Mr.
Vosper) spoke of people on the gold-
fields having been penalised by the
contractors during the construction of
railways; but he (Mr. George) must

{ASSEMBLY.)

tell that hon. member and any of the

people who had spoken outside on this
question, that they had no right to speak
of having been penalised during the con-
struction of railways, because before
railways were made to the goldfields the
people there were paying very high rates
for the carriage of machinery and other
goods, and they made no serious com-
plaints at that tinze, yet when the Govern-
ment commenced the coustruction of
railways and contractors carried out the
work, some people began to complain that
the rates charged by the contractors were
excessive, and that the people were being

penalised. He must tell hon. members

that only in exceptiomal circumstances,
such as those prevailing at the time when
the railway was extended to Coolgardie,
was it possible for the contractors to
malke any profit out of the traftic during
construction, for such traffic ascameduring
construction was usually more troublethan
it was worth. He would remind the hon.
member (Mr. Vosper) that those persons
who had to pay the contractors what
were called penalised rates, were really
saving a considerable sum of money on

Debate on Railways.

How the scale of freights was made up
was the business of the department, and
the idea of calling the Commissioner to
account because the freight on a certain
article was slightly higher here than in
another colony was bringing Parliament
into contempt. This carping at trifles
in connection with the railways would
destroy all the lovalty of the managing
officers to each other and to the country.
Let hon. members put themselves in the
places of the railway officers : could men
who were being pin-pricked so often feel
loyal to theiremployers ? The importance
of the duties of those officers was not
sufliciently considered. Though hun-
dreds of miles of new lines had been laid,
the salaries were the same now as two
years ugo, and were such as in the old
conntry would only procure men of very
inferior ability. Admittedly the railways
were well und carefully managed ; but
from the general manager downward the
salaries were insufficient} and that com-
plaint could reasonably be wmade through-
out all the Australian colonies. Those in
power appeared to have no idea of the
value of the services of such officers. Take
the office of the Locomotive Engineer,
without referring to its present holder.
A salary of £800 a year for such a
responsible officer would never be dreamed
of anywhere else. Even vn one of the
smaller British railways, the position

" would be worth £1,500 or £2,000 per

the goods carried during that period, as

compured with what they would have had
to puy 1f that railway construction had
not been undertaken. He did not believe
the woldhields generally wanted members
to muke such nnreasonable complaints in
this House. With regard to the differ-
ential rates charged as between goods
produced in the country and goods im-
ported, he would point out that the most
enlightened colony which members often
referved to, New Zealand, was about the
greatest sinner in this respect among all
the colonies, for the railway rates
charged in New Zealand were greatly
in favouwr of articles locally produced
as against articles imported mto the
colony, aud this was on the top of
o customs taritf beside which the tariff

here would seem  aubsolutely generous.

annum. Of the Chief Traffic Manager and
the Engineer of Existing Lines the same
might be said. The remarks he had
made when discussing the salary of the
Engineer-m-Chief would apply to those
officers. Until the higher salaries had
heen increased, nothing could be done 1o
adequately remunerate the rank and file.
Mr. WILSON : The startling theory
of taxation advaoced by the wember for
West Kimberlev (Mr. A. Forrest), that
all taxes should be paid by the railways,
was just as refreshing as that gentleman’s
conversion to free-trade, which appeared
from the statement that he would aholish
the custorns tariff.  Although a sup-
porter of free-trade as far as such was
possible in a new country, he (Mr.
Wilson) could not agree with the hon.
member that the railways should bear all
the taxation of the country. Reygarding
differential rates, though the South-
Western Railway had, during the Just year,
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Leen worked at a loss, that loss had not !
heen made altogether for the benefit of
the producers along that line.

Me. IrzineworTH: Thatline had been
feeding another line.

Mr. WILSON: True. Taking the
timber traffic on that railway, it must be
remembered that the milway freight was
always added to the cost of production,
and that the consumers who were crying
out about high freights to the goldfields
reaped the advantage of the loss incurred
by the Sonth Australian importers to
this colony. Though the same argument
might perbaps be applied to the coal
industrv, vet as the local coal had to
compete with firewood on the fields, o
preferentinl  rate might in its case
fairly be granted. Though interested in
the timber trade, he was cuite prepared
to welcome an additional rate on local
timber in order that the railways might
be made to pay. Such rate could not
affect the timber companies, and the
Committee would be justified in seeing
that such goods were not carried at a
loas.

Mg. DouERTY: Were they so carried ?

Mep. WILSON: According to the
Commissioner they were. With regard
to the export trade, a different view nust
be taken, inasmuch as the timber or coal
exported had to compete with foreign
markets, and it was theretore a question
whether we were justified in making a
loss on our railways to enable local pro-
ducers to compete with foreigners having
the advantage of cheaper labour and
better facilities for production. The hon.
member (Mr. Gregory) had said that the
vates on Oregon pine were too high as
compared with the freight on loval tim-
her. However, there were 700 super. feet.
of Oregon to the ton, whereas there were
only 360 super. feet of jarrah; so the rate
on Uregon must be doubled to be Fairly
t.ompared with that vn jarrah. Tf, as
stated, the rate on jarrah were 19s, 1d.
per ton. that was actually 38s. 2d. as
against £4 Zs. 8d. on Oregou. and the
local timber was being carried at half
the rate charged for the imported article.
That, again, was a question of policy, and
protectionists must admit the justice of
the principle.  If a customs duty on an
import, were fair, a preferential rate to
local products on our railways was equally
unobjectionable. It wus regrettable that
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the debate this evening should have
taken such a personal turn, and especially
- regrettable that the Commissioner skould
have characterised certain remarks of the
member for Bast Fremantle (Mr. Holines)
as due to personal spite. Such charges
were unbecoming to the dignity of the
House, and were especially vut of place
when coming from a Minister. He (Mr.
Wilsen) did not believe the hon. memn-
ber’s charges were brought forward spite-
fully, and that insinuation should either
be proved or withdrawn.

Tur CommissioNer oF Rarmnwavs:
Soweone else had: said the charges were
made iu spite, and he (the Commissioner)
had said. “ Yess I suppose they are.”

Mr. WILSON: The Commissioner
had said he knew the charges were made
in spite. The complaints brought for-
ward were matters of deep concern to
Purlizment and to the conatry, and
should be treated in a serious spirit with
a view of sifting them to the bottomn.
He had been disappointed by the Com-
missioner's explanation with regard to
Brothers' truck hire, and vould
not reconcile the statements of the Com-
missioner macde to-night. and those made
by that Minister the other evening.

Tue CoMMIssIONER OF RatLways said
that on the former occasion he had
thought the hon. member had Teen
dea]m'r with the question of demwrrage
instead of with the quest.wu of running

. trucks over the company’s lines.

Mr. WILSON said he was still unable
to reconcile the Cominissioner’s state.
ments, for he had distinctly asked the
Commissioner whether WMessrs. Millar
Brothers did not pay the same rate per
truck us other companies were charged.
The Commissioner replied, ~ Yes.” To-
night he (Mr. Wilson) found that a
circular had been issued to the effect thut
Millar Brothers were to be charged the
1s. 3d. mate per four-wheel truck. That
order wuas in force for about a fort.
night or three weeks, and was then
withdrawn.  Subsequently he found
that Millar Brothers were not being
charged at all; that they had a certain
nunber of trucks running on Govern-
ment lines, and that the Government
permitted a certain number of trucks to
go up Millar Brothers' line. Why had
uot other companies the same privi-
lege -
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Tae PrExier : They had not sufficient

trucks.

Mr. WILSON said that his company
always had the trucks:
trucks-—quite sufficient for the distance
traversed. There was no obvious reason
for the tariff being departed from in the
case of Millar Brothers, and the Com-
missioner had given no explanation.
Would Millar Brothers have
an alteration unless they had wished to

they had 68

emanded -

make a profit out of the department?

He was not blaming that company; and
with regard to the Commissioner’s remarks
about the Canning Jarrah Timber Com-
pany, he would say that so long as he was
managing that company he would make
the best bargains he
department.

T CoMMissiONER oF Ramwways :

could with the -

Why drag these paltry details into the .
* gioner had Leen unkind enough to Lring

House ?

Mr. WILSON: But when he entered

the House as member for the Canning,

then he would take the department to

task when they had done wrong by giving

any customer, even his own company, an
undue preference.

Tre PreMiER : Surely the hon. mem-
ber would not tell tales on himself ?

Mer. WILSON said he would certainly
support any complaint made in regard to
his company having had an undue pre-
ference.

Tre PrEmier: But the hon. member
would not take an undue preference.

Me. WILSON suid he would take any
preference he could get in a fair and
above-board business arrangement with
the Commissioner. These complaints of
the member for East Fremantle -{Mry.
Holmes) were neither trivial nor paltry,
for the abuses, if continned, were calcu-
lated to disorganise and demoralise the
whole department. The Commissioner
had the temerity to sav that he (M.
Wilson), at Dardanup, had received some
copeession with regard to trucks. The
Commissioner well knew that the cases
were not parallel. At Dardanuyp his (Mr.
Wilson's) company were constructing a
railway which ran for half a mile within
a Government fence, and the trucks
carrying the material, a considerable por-
tion of which had been purchased from
the Government, were shunted on to the
new line in order to get clear of the
stativn yard so as to get outside of the

Debale on Ratlways.

railway fence to the company’s own yard.
There was no parallel Dhetween that case
and a question of running trucks con-
tinuously over the Government iine for
the sake of profit.

Tee Commissioner OF RaiLways:
The principle was the same.

Me. WILSON: There was no anulogy.
In ong instance an arrangement was made
for the purpose of a profit. In the case
of the Canning Jarrah Company, the
Government were simply carrying trucks
a certain distance along the line for the
mutual convenience of both parties.

Tue Premitk : Surely the department
were capable of driving a good bargain
with Millar Brothers ?

Mzr. WILSON: As a rule, the officers
were only too capable in that respect.
Here was an instance in a matter of
storage of machinery, which the Cominis-

forward; and it was calculated to create
an impression in the country that an
undue advantage was given to the com-
pany. As to the storage of machinery,
the Commissioner said that he (Mr.
‘Wilson) had asked for a certain rebate.
He did ask for a rebate. One shilling
per ton per week was charged for the
storage of machinery, which amounted to
£500 or £600, aud he (Mr. Wilson)
maintained that the charge was too high.

Tue Premier: Other people were
charged that amount.

Mr. WILSON: No; he found other
people were charged 6d. per ton per
week. The Commissioner saw the justice
of the claim, and reduced the amonnt to
6d. per ton per week. He was not
satisfied yet that other people were not
getting their storage even cheaper. He
tried to get the amounb further reduced,
but the Commissioner would not reduce
it, and now his company had to pay, not
a concession, but the rvate which others
were paying. In the first instance the
railway department endcavoured to get
from his company more than others were
paying. There was nothing wrong in his
attempting to get the amount reduced.

Tre Premier: The hLon. member
agreed to pay ls. per ton: why did he
not stick to that agreement ¥

Mr. WILSON: Becunse everybody
else was paving less. As to the matter
of rolling-stock, the member for East
Fremantle, when speaking on the ques-
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tion, stated that the rolling.-stock was
being maintained out of loan moneys,
but that the department, through not
maintaining the rolling-stock, but replac-
ing it with hew stock, were keeping up
the supply at the expense of loan Funds.
The Commissioner of Railways had said
that the locumotives were not repuired
this year on account of the want of
accommodation at the railway workshops
and not on account of the want of funds.
The report of the Locomotive Engineer
did not bear the Minister out. Itstated:

I had proposed that a larger number of
engines should have been repaired during the
past year, but in consequence of our estimates
for this work being reduced, I have been
unable to do so. In consequence of this, we
have now a larger number of engines awaiting
repairs than is desirable, nnd T am snmewhat
concerned as to how we ave, with our limited
workshop accommeoedation, to overtake the
repairs necessary, and at the same time meet
the constantly growing demands of the Traffic
Branch for power.
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be necessary. The effect of this minimised
expenditure shows itself chiefly to-day in the
condition of our engine stock, which, as I have
said, is causing me some concern.
The engine stock was in a very bad con-
dition at the present time.

Twe Prewmick: Why was the rolling.
stock not kept in a better condition ¥

Mr. WILSON said he knew more
about locomotives and engineering than
the Premier did, and no one, however
capable he might be, could possibly keep
the rolling-stock in order with the facili-
ties at Fremantle. The sooner the Gov-
ernment decided to pgive effect to the
resolution of the House and start work-
shops at Midland Junction, the better for
the country.

Vote for Railways put and passed.

This completed the ordinary Estimates
for Railways.

Poueric Works DEPARTMENT {Direc-

. tor, Hon. F. H. Piesse).

It was the want of funds which threw '

the Locomotive Engineer into arrears with
his repairs to locomotives, and then with
the limited accommodation in the work-
shops he feared that he would not be able
to overtake the repairs. This brought
him back to the oft-advanced argument
in regard to the raitway workshops:
why was not the vote of Parliament
carried out, and the new railway work-
ghops at Midland Junciion commenced ?
The Governpment were pennv wise and
pound foolish in trying {o carry out the
work at Frewantle, in spending tens of
thousands of pounds which would not
huve been required if the workshops had
been built years ago at Midland Junction.
The Engineer-in-Chief estimated that the
workshops at Midland Junction would
save £15,000 per annum ro the Railway
Department, and that expenditure had
heen going on for four years; therefore
£60,000 had been wasted through keep-
ing the workshops at Fremantle, where
the department were getting into a state
of disorganisation with regard to rolling-
stock. Tt was a matter of serious
moment, and if it was not remedied very
shortly we might expect a state of chacs
in vegurd to the traffic, possibly greater
than the block which oceurred at Fre-
mantle yearsago. ‘The Engineer-in-Chief
said, in regard to the engine stock :

I have already stated that this expenditure
wag less than I had proposed, and knew to

Vote, Public Works, £157,369 :

Mr. WILSON: The only matter he
wished to refer to in eonnection with this
vote was the method of calling for tenders
for public works, with a view of inducing
the Commissioner to alter the present
system,  Tenders, with the exception
possibly of the larger works, such as rail-
ways, were pubt into a box af a certain
hour, and that box was supposed to be
vpened by the Under Secretary himseli.
Sometimes 1 was opened by the Under

© Secretary and sometimes by a subordinate

two or three hours before the result of
the tenders was announced to the public.
No doubt evervthing was right, and he
did not insinuate it was not, bhut it cer-
tainly gave good ground for suspicion
te outside contractors. The contractors
said they did not know what became of the
contracts, and that it was verv easy for a
clerk to be in collusion with a contractor,
ship out and change u tender which was
too high for one which would fit the work.
The system which was adopted in the
other colonies, of opening tenders in
public and declaring the lowest, should
he adopted here. In Sonth Australia all
the tenders were opened before a board
consisting of certain officers.

Tue CoMMISSIONER OF RalLways:
There was a board here of three members.

Mg WILSON : Why should not the
public go into the room  and see the
tenders opened *
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Public Works.

Tre CoxMisstoNER OF RarLways: ' people on the goldfields got their goods
The public did when big works were

tendered for.

Mg, WILSON: There was another
matter which caused a great deal of
complaint as to the tenders for stores
two years augo, more especially with
regard to piles. He understood the
lowest tender was not accepted, but that
the tender of the Gill McDowel! Company,
who got the supply at all-ronnd prices,
was aceepted : other tenders were put in
at average prices. Now, orders for piles

cheaper, therefore they ought to be able
to bear the cost: that was not an argn-
ment which appealed to members. At

. the time of ths construetion of the
" Mullewa. to Cue line, when the line reached

were being sent to outside companies at

higher prices and some at lower prices
than those which the Gill MeDowell

Company were getting. ‘This matter
ought to be inquired into. He had in

his possession a tender which was lower
than that accepted from
McDowell Company. These tenders
should also be opened in the presence of
the public, und the lowest tender, if from
a suitable person, accepted.

the Gill .

Tae COMMISSIONER oF RarLways

promised to looi inte this matter, and
see if Le could meet the wishes of the
hon. member.

Me. MOORHEAD suggested that the
terms of contract for any work should he
submitted to some legal authority for
revision. 'With reference to the building
of railways, very absurd claims were
made to the department for extras,
which he thought must he owing to
the contracts being loosely drawn in
many instances. If the Government

spent £10 or £20, the contract could be -

drawn by a legal authority, which would
obviate this trouble. He also snggested

that a minmum sum per mile be fixed in -

all railway contracts. It was absurd to
say that the residents of the goldfields
had not been taxed for the building of
the lines by reason of the low price of the
tenders. It was a notorious fact that
tenders for the Coolgardie line and the
Mullewa to Clue line were not based on
the cost of construction of the line, but
what eould be extracted from the resi-
dents on the carriage of machinery and
passengers. A section of the community
really paid for the construction of
these lines. AlIl members agreed that
these bheing national undertakings, the
population at large should bear the
expense of construction. The hon, mem-
ber for the Murray had said that the

Magnet, which was 20 miles from Cue,
people at Cue were carting their goods
from Mullewa in preference to having
them brought to Magnet by the railwar.
He urged upon the Minister that in view
of the large policy of railway construction
in front of the ecolony,it would be advis-
uble to fix & minimum sum per mile for
the construction of a line, allowinyg a fair
profit, the Government regulating the
amount to be charged to the public for
goods and passengers.

Tue PreEmMIER: That was done now.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS": In regard to the question of the
submission of the conditions of contract
to some legal expert, he might say that
already the department had done their
best in this respect, and several of the
prominent legal men of the city had given
agsistance in this direction; but the same
difficulty presented itself in the Eastern
colonies that presented itself here. In
the Bastern colonies, notwithstanding all
the available talent there, legal gentlemen
had not been able to draft a contract
that would avoid the bringing forward of
claims for extras, by contractors. In
New South Wales he (the Commissioner)
was told that the construction department
there had had much diffienlty in regard
to contractors tendering for certain works
with the evident intention of eventually
coming down on the Government for
extras. A low price was put m for the
contract, with the intention of making
the bill for exfras very heavy subsequently;
and the Works Department in New South
Wales had endeavoured to protect the
departmment, and submitted the terms of
the contract to legal gentlemen; but the
legal gentlemen did not succeed in drawing
u contract which prevented the department
being subjected to a great many claims,
resulting 1n loss to the country. As a
rule the contractors here made no secret
ahout it, and their object was to make as
big a bill for extras as they could. In
regard to the suggestion thrown out, in
the contract recently made for the con-
struction of the line between Kalgoorlie
and Menzies, the Government so far
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anticipated the wishes of the hon. member
by providing in the conditions of contract
that the highest charge made should be
6d. per ton per mile for goods, and 3d.
and 4d. per mile for passengers. Taking
the rate right through, an average of the
carriage at the tonnage rate showed that
people in that part of the district got
their goods carried at a rate about equal
to that which the Government charged.
8o ‘that they had the advantage of the
rate, and the advantage of being able to
get their goods carried ata much lower
cost than if the railway had not been
under construction. The department had
endeavoured to meet the wishes of people
on the goldfields by luniting the charge
which contractors could make for goods
carried over the line during construction.
In regard to the railway to Cue, the con-
tractor there was not bound by any limit
as to the charge for goods during the
period of construction, and at one time
the contractor charged 1s. Gd. a ton per

mile, which was most excessive, and was |

with difficalty veduced through the action
of the department. He n.gleecl that the
department should, as far as possible,
endeavour to limit the charge; bLut he

could not see how they could carry out -

the suggestion of limiting the price for

the construction of a railway, because the

department could not have the advantage
of letting the work by tender if there was
to be a limit as to the cost per mile.

Vote put and passed.

Public Buildings, £145.440 :

Mr. QUINLAN: Referring to the
Architectnral branch, there were many
architects in Perth, some of them excel-

lent men, who would be glad to do work,

of this kind at the usual commission of
2% per cent. for supervision and 2} for
construction, making a total of 5 per
cent. on the cost of a building. He
suggested that as there could not be
much requirement for public, buildings
under present conditions, a material
saving might be effected by abolishing
this branch of the department, or at
least doing awayv with it to the extent of
architectural work for new buildings,
which might with advantage be placed in
the hands of competent architects to be
carried out at the usual percentage on
cost, and this might be done by inviting
competitive designs for the larger class
of buildings.

[21 NovemsER, 1899.]
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Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBTLIC
WORKS: With regard to the sugges-
tion just made, he regretted that the
report of the Works Department. for the
year was not already on the table, as he
believed it would be next day; but he
would quate from it to show that the
Architectural staff was not nearly so
large now as previouslv. The number
employed in the Architectural branch in
the previous vear was 91, and the number
was now reduced to 36, so that a con-
siderable reduction had been made. He
could not promise to reduce the staff
further in view of the necessity for main-
tenance of the large number of public
buildings throughout the colony, valued
at over a iillion sterling, and for
which some expenditure in the way
of maintenance was uvavoidable. TLast
year the buildings undertaken were those
which remained unfinished in the pre-
vear, and practicallv no large
new buildings were comimenced in the last
year. For the present year, however, all
the works enumerated were new, and had
to be carried out, and therefore the
services of the men now emploved were
really necessary. ‘There was, for instance,
the new Supreme Court-house to be
erected, and as plans had lbeen prepared
and approved by the Judges, and every-
thing was ready for commencing the con-
struction, he intended to invite in a few
duys a committee of both Houses to
confer with him in fixing on a suitable
spot for this important bmlding.

Mr. WALLACE, referring to Item 71,
objected to any further expenditure on
the Observatory. He noticed that there
were £1,000 for additional buildings and
£150 for laying out the grounds. making
a total of £1,150 more, in addition to the
large expenditure already undertaken on
this ““white elephant.”

Tag Premier: This amount was oulv
a re-vote.

Tae Director oF Pusric Worgs:
Yes; the House voted £2,600 last year,
and ounly £1,600 was e\pended so that
the £1,000 now asked for was a re-
vote.

Mg. WALLACE : This institution had
not done anything except provide u means '
by which the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest) might be informed as
to when it was gning to rain on a certain
part of his run, and when 1t was not.
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It was not worth while keeping up this

“ white elephant” for that purpose.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the ordinary Estimates
for the year.

Resolutions passed in Committee were
reported to the House.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

On motion by the Premiez,
Estimates were recommitted for con-
sideration of the Supplementary Esti-
mates, laid on the table this evening.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Vote, Departmental Supplementary, total
£24,361 19s. 6d.:

Mr. GEORGE : These Supplementary
Estimates had not been in the hands of
hon. members long enough for considera-
tion. He moved that progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to
“Girant in aid of upkeep of fire brigades,”
asked what were these various grants ?

Tre Premizr: They were annual
grants inadvertently omitted from the
principal Estimates, and were the same
as those given last year.

Mr. GEORGE objected to the grants.
In these Supplementary Estimates the
Perth Fire Brigade was not mentioned.
Why was no grant given to that brigade?

THE ATTORNEY (YENERAL:

Fire Brigade was under a special Act.
" Mr. GEORGE: To Norseman there
wag o grant of £50 in aid of npkeep of
the brigade, and lower down the list a
further special grant of £150.

Tue Arrorsey GuNeraL: The special
grant was the fivsé vote for such a parpose
that had been given to Norseman.

Mr. GEORGE: Buch a vowe was a
premium ou fires.

Mr. CONOLLY : The grant of £150
to Norseman was for the purpose of
establishing some sovt of water conserva-
tion for the prevention of fire.
amount was small in comparison with
the sum reqmired, and the municipality
would have to contribute largely to pro-
vide the halance.

. Mr.

Attorney (General on this point was
mls]eadmg He said this was the first
grant 01\'911 to Norseman, whereas from
last vear's Estimates it apprared this
town had received £50 previously., Were

item

GEORGE: The auswer of the

the .

The Perth -
: the remuainder of this week.

Yepartmental Additions.

the Committee to be insulted with such
haphazard answers ?

Tre PREMIER: The special grant
was to assist Norseman municipality in
providing means for extinguishing fires,
the town having already done something
for itself in that direction.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to item
“ Improvements to recreation grounds
generally,” asked for explanation.

Tre PREMIER: The grant of £1,000
on the Estimate-in-Chief was insufficient.
‘This money would be spent all over the
colony wherever there were public recrea-
tion grounds.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to item
“Purchase of land at Victoria Park for
recreation ground, £600,” asked: Was
no private individual sufficiently patriotic
to provide land for such a purpose?

Tee PREMIER: No.

Mg. GEORGE (afterspeaking generally
on the Estimates during fifteen minutes)
again moved that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue SPEAKER : Before the adjourn-
ment, I think it is only respectful that I
should mention to the House that I pro-
pose, with the indulgence of hon. mem-
bers, to be absent from the sittings for
The fact is,
I have to attend the annual show at
Bridgetown, and I may say 1t is almost

© obligatory now for members who repre-

sent country constituencies to attend the
shows I their various districts; and

- therefore, with your indulgence, I propose
; to do that.

The

On motion by the PREMIER, the House
adjourned at 1050 o'clock wuntil the
next day.




